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CHAPTER 18.1

ZONING AND SUBDIVISION

ARTICLE I. AUTHORITY AND ENACTMENT

Sec. 18.1-101. Authority to establish zoning.

Pursuant to §15.2-2280 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, any locality may, by
ordinance, classify the territory under its jurisdiction or any substantial portion thereof into districts of
such number, shape and size as it may deem best suited to carry out the purposes of zoning, and in each
district it may regulate, restrict, permit, prohibit, and determine the following:

1. The use of land, buildings, structures and other premises for agricultural, business, industrial,
residential, flood plain and other specific uses;

2. The size, height, area, bulk, location, erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair,
maintenance, razing, or removal of structures;

3. The areas and dimensions of land, water, and air space to be occupied by buildings, structures
and uses, and of courts, yards, and other open spaces to be left unoccupied by uses and
structures, including variations in the sizes of lots based on whether a public or community
water supply or sewer system is available and used; or

4. The excavation or mining of soil or other natural resources.

Sec. 18.1-102. Authority to regulate the subdivision of land.

Pursuant to § 15.2-2240 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, the governing body of every
locality shall adopt an ordinance to assure the orderly subdivision of land and its development. Pursuant
to § 15.2-2241 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, a subdivision ordinance shall include
reasonable regulations and provisions that apply to or provide:

1.

For plat details which shall meet the standard for plats as adopted under § 42.1-82 of the
Virginia Public Records Act (§ 42.1-76 et seq.);

For the coordination of streets within and contiguous to the subdivision with other existing or
planned streets within the general area as to location, widths, grades and drainage, including,
for ordinances and amendments thereto adopted on or after January 1, 1990, for the
coordination of such streets with existing or planned streets in existing or future adjacent or
contiguous to adjacent subdivisions;

For adequate provisions for drainage and flood control and other public purposes, and for
light and air, and for identifying soil characteristics;

For the extent to which and the manner in which streets shall be graded, graveled or
otherwise improved and water and storm and sanitary sewer and other public utilities or other
community facilities are to be installed,;

For the acceptance of dedication for public use of any right-of-way located within any
subdivision or section thereof, which has constructed or proposed to be constructed within the
subdivision or section thereof, any street, curb, gutter, sidewalk, bicycle trail, drainage or
sewerage system, waterline as part of a public system or other improvement dedicated for
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public use, and maintained by the locality, the Commonwealth, or other public agency, and
for the provision of other site-related improvements required by local ordinances for
vehicular ingress and egress, including traffic signalization and control, for public access
streets, for structures necessary to ensure stability of critical slopes, and for storm water
management facilities, financed or to be financed in whole or in part by private funds only if
the owner or developer (i) certifies to the governing body that the construction costs have
been paid to the person constructing such facilities; (ii) furnishes to the governing body a
certified check or cash escrow in the amount of the estimated costs of construction or a
personal, corporate or property bond, with surety satisfactory to the governing body or its
designated administrative agency, in an amount sufficient for and conditioned upon the
construction of such facilities, or a contract for the construction of such facilities and the
contractor's bond, with like surety, in like amount and so conditioned; or (iii) furnishes to the
governing body a bank or savings institution's letter of credit on certain designated funds
satisfactory to the governing body or its designated administrative agency as to the bank or
savings institution, the amount and the form. The amount of such certified check, cash
escrow, bond, or letter of credit shall not exceed the total of the estimated cost of construction
based on unit prices for new public or private sector construction in the locality and a
reasonable allowance for estimated administrative costs, inflation, and potential damage to
existing roads or utilities, which shall not exceed twenty-five percent of the estimated
construction costs.

If a developer records a final plat which may be a section of a subdivision as shown on an
approved preliminary plat and furnishes to the governing body a certified check, cash escrow,
bond, or letter of credit in the amount of the estimated cost of construction of the facilities to
be dedicated within said section for public use and maintained by the locality, the
Commonwealth, or other public agency, the developer shall have the right to record the
remaining sections shown on the preliminary plat for a period of five years from the
recordation date of the first section, or for such longer period as the local commission or other
agent may, at the approval, determine to be reasonable, taking into consideration the size and
phasing of the proposed development, subject to the terms and conditions of this subsection
and subject to engineering and construction standards and zoning requirements in effect at the
time that each remaining section is recorded. In the event a governing body of a county,
wherein the highway system is maintained by the Department of Transportation, has accepted
the dedication of a road for public use and such road due to factors other than its quality of
construction is not acceptable into the secondary system of state highways, then such
governing body may, if so provided by its subdivision ordinance, require the subdivider or
developer to furnish the county with a maintenance and indemnifying bond, with surety
satisfactory to the governing body or its designated administrative agency, in an amount
sufficient for and conditioned upon the maintenance of such road until such time as it is
accepted into the secondary system of state highways. In lieu of such bond, the governing
body or its designated administrative agency may accept a bank or savings institution's letter
of credit on certain designated funds satisfactory to the governing body or its designated
administrative agency as to the bank or savings institution, the amount and the form, or
accept payment of a negotiated sum of money sufficient for and conditioned upon the
maintenance of such road until such time as it is accepted into the secondary system of state
highways and assume the subdivider's or developer's liability for maintenance of such road.
"Maintenance of such road" as used in this section, means maintenance of the streets, curb,
gutter, drainage facilities, utilities or other street improvements, including the correction of
defects or damages and the removal of snow, water or debris, so as to keep such road
reasonably open for public usage;
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6. For conveyance, in appropriate cases, of common or shared easements to franchised cable
television operators furnishing cable television and public service corporations furnishing
cable television, gas, telephone and electric service to the proposed subdivision. Such
easements, the location of which shall be adequate for use by public service corporations and
franchised cable television operators which may be expected to occupy them, may be
conveyed by reference on the final plat to a declaration of the terms and conditions of such
common easements and recorded in the land records of the county or city;

7. For monuments of specific types to be installed establishing street and property lines;

8. That unless a plat is filed for recordation within six months after final approval thereof or
such longer period as may be approved by the governing body, such approval shall be
withdrawn and the plat marked void and returned to the approving official; however, in any
case where construction of facilities to be dedicated for public use has commenced pursuant
to an approved plan or permit with surety approved by the governing body or its designated
administrative agency, or where the developer has furnished surety to the governing body or
its designated administrative agency by certified check, cash escrow, bond, or letter of credit
in the amount of the estimated cost of construction of such facilities, the time for plat
recordation shall be extended to one year after final approval or to the time limit specified in
the surety agreement approved by the governing body or its designated administrative
agency, whichever is greater;

9. For the administration and enforcement of such ordinance, not inconsistent with provisions
contained in this chapter, and specifically for the imposition of reasonable fees and charges
for the review of plats and plans, and for the inspection of facilities required by any such
ordinance to be installed; such fees and charges shall in no instance exceed an amount
commensurate with the services rendered taking into consideration the time, skill and
administrator's expense involved. All such charges heretofore made are hereby validated,;

10. For reasonable provisions permitting a single division of a lot or parcel for the purpose of sale
or gift to a member of the immediate family of the property owner in accordance with the
provisions of § 15.2-2244; and 11 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended. For the
periodic partial and final complete release of any bond, escrow, letter of credit, or other
performance guarantee required by the governing body under this section in accordance with
the provisions of § 15.2-2245 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.

Sec. 18.1-103. Enactment.

For the purpose of promoting the health, safety, or general welfare of the public and of further
accomplishing the objectives articulated above, the Town Council of the Town of Amherst has adopted
this zoning and subdivision ordinance for the Town of Amherst, Virginia.

Sec. 18.1-104. Short title.

This ordinance shall be known as the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance of the Town of Amherst,
Virginia.
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ARTICLE Il. PURPOSE OF REGULATIONS

Sec. 18.1-201. Purpose.

This ordinance is designed to assist the citizens, the Town Council, Planning Commission, and
administrative officials of the Town of Amherst in guiding land development of the Town. The ordinance
has been formed with a spirit of concern for the individual rights of landowners, but at the same time with
a recognition that orderly development of natural growth rates is essential for the preservation and
protection of the safety, health and general welfare of the citizens of the Town of Amherst.

The purpose of this ordinance shall be for the general purpose of promoting the health, safety or
general welfare of the public and of further accomplishing the objectives of 815.2-2200 et. seq. of the
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended. To these ends, such ordinances shall be designed to give reasonable
consideration to each of the following purposes, where applicable: (i) to provide for adequate light, air,
convenience of access, and safety from fire, flood, crime and other dangers; (ii) to reduce or prevent
congestion in the public streets; (iii) to facilitate the creation of a convenient, attractive and harmonious
community; (iv) to facilitate the provision of adequate police and fire protection, disaster evacuation, civil
defense, transportation, water, sewerage, flood protection, schools, parks, forests, playgrounds,
recreational facilities, airports and other public requirements; (v) to protect against destruction of or
encroachment upon historic areas; (vi) to protect against one or more of the following: overcrowding of
land, undue density of population in relation to the community facilities existing or available, obstruction
of light and air, danger and congestion in travel and transportation, or loss of life, health, or property from
fire, flood, panic or other dangers; (vii) to encourage economic development activities that provide
desirable employment and enlarge the tax base; (viii) to provide for the preservation of agricultural and
forestal lands and other lands of significance for the protection of the natural environment; (ix) to protect
approach slopes and other safety areas of licensed airports, including United States government and
military air facilities; and (x) to promote the creation and preservation of affordable housing suitable for
meeting the current and future needs of the locality as well as a reasonable proportion of the current and
future needs of the planning district within which the locality is situated. Such ordinance may also include
reasonable provisions, not inconsistent with applicable state water quality standards, to protect surface
water and ground water as defined in 862.1-255 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.

Sec. 18.1-202. Nonexclusionary intent.

It is not the intent of this ordinance to exclude any economic, racial, religious, or ethnic group
from enjoyment of residence, land ownership, or tenancy within the Town of Ambherst; nor is it the intent
of this ordinance to use public powers in any way to promote the separation within the Town of Amherst
of economic, racial, religious, or ethnic groups, except as may be the incidental result of meeting the
purposes of this ordinance.
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ARTICLE Ill. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED IN THIS ORDINANCE

Sec. 18.1-301. General.

Except as otherwise provided herein, all words shall have the customary dictionary meaning. The
present tense includes the future tense. The singular number includes the plural and the plural includes
the singular. The masculine gender includes the feminine and neuter genders. The word "person”
includes a firm, corporation, association, organization, trust or partnership. The word "lot" includes plot
or parcel. The word "building" includes structure. The word "shall" is always mandatory. The word
"used" or "occupied" as applied to any land or building shall be construed to include the words intended,
arranged, or designed to be used or occupied.

Sec. 18.1-302. Specific definitions.
When used in this ordinance the following words and phrases shall have the meaning given in this
section:

Sec. 18.1-302.01

Accessory building, use or structure. A building, use or structure on the same lot with, and of a
nature customarily incidental and subordinate to, the principal use or structure. Examples of accessory
uses are private garages, storage sheds, playhouses and swimming pools and satellite dish antennas.

Sec. 18.1-302.02
Administrator, zoning. The Town Manager of the Town of Amherst or his designee who is
charged with the enforcement of the zoning ordinance.

Sec. 18.1-302.03

Alley. A passage or way open to the public or for private travel, generally affording a secondary
vehicular access to abutting lots or upon which service entrances or buildings abut, and not intended for
general traffic.

Sec. 18.1-302.04
Amherst Town Council. The elected governing body of the Town of Amherst, Virginia.

Sec. 18.1-302.05
Animal Hospital. See Veterinary Hospital.

Sec. 18.1-302.06

Antique and gift shops. A commercial establishment which is used primarily for the indoor
display and retail sale of merchandise, primarily furniture, silverware, glass ware and other curios and
collectibles, the value of which is derived from age, rarity and materials of such items and/or the
workmanship of a particular historic period; flea markets and furniture stores shall not be included.

Sec. 18.1-302.07

Apartment. A unit in multi-family dwelling for a single family in which separate access to the
outside is usually not provided, and in which the major orientation of the unit is horizontal rather than
vertical; or any condominium unit of similar physical character, appearance and structure.

Sec. 18.1-302.08

Automobile graveyard. Any lot or place, or part thereof, which is exposed to the weather and
upon which more than five (5) motor vehicles of any kind incapable of being operated, and which it
would not be economically practical to make operative, are placed, located or found.

18.1-5.28



AMHERST TOWN CODE

Sec. 18.1-302.09

Automobile service station. Any area of land, including structures thereon, used for the retail sale
of gasoline or oil, automobile accessories, and incidental services including facilities for lubricating, hand
washing and cleaning, or otherwise servicing automobiles, but excluding painting, major repair, or
automatic washing.

Sec. 18.1-302.10
Base map. A document on which property lines are depicted to the most accurate scale available.

Sec. 18.1-302.11

Bed and breakfast lodging. A single family dwelling containing sleeping and breakfast
accommodations as an accessory use to the principal use. Such lodging shall have no more than five (5)
room accommodations for transient persons and wherein a charge is normally paid for such
accommodations.

Sec. 18.1-302.12
Board of appeals. The Town of Amherst Board of Zoning Appeals as established under this
ordinance.

Sec. 18.1-302.13

Buffering or screening. Any device or natural growth, or a combination thereof which shall serve
as a barrier to vision or noise between adjoining properties wherever required by this ordinance.
Whenever used for screening or buffering purposes "natural growth™ shall be taken to mean evergreen
trees, bushes and shrubbery.

Sec. 18.1-302.14
Buildable area. The area of a lot remaining after required yards, open spaces, parking, loading
and access areas have been provided.

Sec. 18.1-302.15
Building. Any structure designed or intended for support, enclosure, shelter, or protection of
persons, animals, chattels or property.

Sec. 18.1-302.16

Building, height of. The vertical distance measured from the level of approved street grade
opposite the middle of the front of the building to the highest point of roof surface of a flat roof; to the
deck line of a mansard roof; and to the mean height level between eaves and ridge of a gable, hip or
gambrel roof; in the case of a building set back from the street line thirty-five (35) feet or more, the
building height is measured from the average elevation of finished ground surface along the front of the
building; and on corner lots exceeding twenty thousand (20,000) square feet in area, the height of the
building may be measured from either adjoining curb grade.

Sec. 18.1-302.17

Building inspector. The duly appointed building official responsible for enforcing the provisions
of the Uniform Statewide Building Code within the Town of Amherst or his designated representative or
agent.

Sec. 18.1-302.18

Building, main. A building in which is conducted the main or principal use of the lot on which
said building is situated.
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Sec. 18.1-302.19

Building permit A permit which is issued by the building inspector before a building or structure
is started, improved, enlarged or altered as proof that such action is in compliance with the county
building code.

Sec. 18.1-302.20
Bulk storage. Above-ground storage of liquid in excess of 1,500 gallons.

Sec. 18.1-302.21
Cemetery. A privately or church owned and/or operated place for burial of the dead where lots
may be sold and perpetual care of the graves is furnished.

Sec. 18.1-302.22
Circuit Court. The Circuit Court of Amherst County, Virginia.

Sec. 18.1-302.23
Commercial. A wholesale, retail, or service business activity established to carry on trade for a
profit.

Sec. 18.1-302.24
Commission. The planning commission of the Town of Ambherst.

Sec. 18.1-302.25

Condominium. A single unit in a multiple unit residential or commercial structure that is offered
for sale and shall be part of a condominium project with general common elements as defined in Section
55-79.2, Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Sec. 18.1-302.26

Club, private. An establishment operated for the social, education, or recreation benefit of the
members thereof, in which no enterprise is conducted, except for the convenience of the members thereof
and their guests.

Sec. 18.1-302.27
County. Amherst County, Virginia.

Sec. 18.1-302.28
Town building code. The Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code.

Sec. 18.1-302.29

Town comprehensive plan. A document prepared and adopted in accordance with Section 15.2-
2223 et. seq, Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, for the purpose of guiding and accomplishing a
coordinated, adjusted and harmonious development of the town.

Sec. 18.1-302.30
Cul-de-sac. A street with only one outlet terminating in a circular turning area.

Sec. 18.1-302.31

Dance hall. A building open to the general public for purpose of providing a place for dancing
and where an admission is charged for the purpose of making a profit, except when sponsored by civic,
charitable or non-profit groups.
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Sec. 18.1-302.32

Day care center. A facility operated for the purpose of providing care, protection and guidance to
a group of children separated from their parents or guardians during part of the day only, and meeting the
licensing requirements for child care centers of Section 63.1-196 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as
amended.

Sec. 18.1-302.33

Development. A tract of land developed or to be developed as a unit under single ownership of
unified control which is to be used for any business or industrial purpose, or is to contain five or more
residential dwelling units.

Sec. 18.1-302.34
District. A section or area of the Town of Amherst within which the zoning regulations are
uniform.

Sec. 18.1-302.35
Domestic use. Normal family or household use of water, including drinking, laundering, bathing,
cooking, heating, cleaning and flushing toilets.

Sec. 18.1-302.36
Drain-field space. An area set aside and dedicated for use in the absorption and evaporation of
fluid from an initial and/or existing on-site sewerage system.

Sec. 18.1-302.37
Dwelling. Any building or portion thereof which is designed for or used for residential purposes.

Sec. 18.1-302.38

Dwelling, multi-family. A building designed for or occupied exclusively by three (3) or more
families living independently of each other in three or more dwelling units; the term includes
condominiums of similar physical appearance, character and structure.

Sec. 18.1-302.38.1

Dwelling, semi-detached. A residential unit on its own individual lot attached to one, and only
one, other residential unit which is separated from the other unit by a common vertical wall with no
openings.

Sec. 18.1-302.39
Dwelling, single-family A building designed for and occupied exclusively by one (1) family in a
single dwelling unit.

Sec. 18.1-302.40
Dwelling, two-family (Duplex) A building designed for or occupied exclusively by two (2)
families living independently of each other in two dwelling units.

Sec. 18.1-302.41

Dwelling unit. One (1) or more rooms in a residential building or in a mixed building which are
arranged, designed, used or intended for use by one (1) family, and which include lawful cooking space
and lawful sanitary facilities reserved for the occupants thereof.
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Sec. 18.1-302.42
Easement. A grant by a property owner of the use of land for a specific purpose or purposes by
the general public, a corporation, or a certain person or persons.

Sec. 18.1-302.43
Emergency services. Emergency services include fire, police, rescue squads and other similar
activities.

Sec. 18.1-302.44
Engineer. A person designated as a licensed Professional Engineer by the Commonwealth of
Virginia.

Sec. 18.1-302.45

Family. One or more persons occupying a single dwelling unit, provided that unless all members
are related by blood or marriage no such family shall contain more than five persons, but further provided
that domestic servants employed on the premises may be housed on the premises without being counted
as a family or families.

Sec. 18.1-302.46
Flood. A general temporary inundation of lands not normally covered by water that are used or
usable by man. Concurrent mudslides shall be deemed to be included in this definition.

Sec. 18.1-302.47
Flood hazard areas. The maximum area of the flood plain which is likely to be flooded once
every 100 years or for which mudslides can be reasonably anticipated.

Sec. 18.1-302.48
Flood, one hundred year. A flood that, on the average, is likely to occur once every one hundred
(100) years; that has one percent chance of occurring each year, although the flood may occur in any year.

Sec. 18.1-302.49

Flood plain. An area, usually a relatively flat or low land area adjoining a river, stream, or
watercourse which is subject to partial or complete inundation; or an area subject to the unusual and rapid
accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.

Sec. 18.1-302.50
Flood proofing. A combination of structural provisions, changes or adjustments to properties and
structures subject to flooding required for new construction in the floodway by the county building code.

Sec. 18.1-302.51
Floodway. The channel of a stream or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas required to
carry and discharge the waters of the one hundred (100) year flood.

Sec. 18.1-302.52

Floor area. The sum of the gross areas of the several floors of a building or buildings measured
from the exterior faces of exterior walls or from the center lines of walls separating two (2) buildings. In
particular, floor area includes:

1. Basement space, except such space in a basement which has at least one-third of its height

below curb level, and which is located in a residential building with not more than two (2)
stories entirely above curb level:
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Elevator shafts or stairwells at each floor;
Floor space in penthouse;

Attic space (whether or not a floor has been laid) providing structural headroom of eight (8)
feet or more;

Floor space in interior balconies or mezzanines;

Floor space in open or roofed terraces, exterior balconies, breezeways, or porches, if more
than fifty (50) percent of the perimeter of such terrace, balcony, breezeway, or porch is
enclosed.

Any other floor space used for dwelling purposes, no matter where located within a building,
when not specifically excluded,;

Floor space in accessory buildings except for floor space used for accessory off-street
parking.

Floor area of a building shall not include:

1.

7.

8.

Cellar space, except that cellar space used for retailing shall be included for the purpose of
calculating requirements for accessory off-street parking spaces and accessory off-street
loading berths;

Elevator or stair bulkheads, accessory water tanks, or cooling towers;

Uncovered steps;

Attic space, whether or not a floor actually has been laid, providing structural headroom of
less than eight (8) feet;

Floor space in open or roofed terraces, exterior balconies, breezeways, or porches, provided
that not more than fifty (50) percent of the perimeter of such terrace, balcony, breezeway, or
porch is enclosed;

Unenclosed floor space used for permitted or required accessory off-street parking spaces;

Floor space used for accessory off-street loading berths;

Floor space used for mechanical equipment.

Sec. 18.1-302.53
Garage, private. An accessory structure, or a portion of the main building, designed for the
storage of automobiles owned and used by the occupants of the main building.

Sec. 18.1-302.54
Garage, public. A building or portion thereof, other than a private garage, designed or used for
storing motor driven vehicles.
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Sec. 18.1-302.55

Gardening. Any use of land unenclosed except for fencing for the raising of grass, flowers,
vegetables, crops, trees, or other botanical objects of natural growth, but not including accessory
structures used for the same purpose.

Sec. 18.1-302.56

Gas. Natural gas formed beneath the surface of the earth, including any gas or vapor, or both gas
and vapor, indigenous to an oil stratum and produced from such stratum with oil, obtained from gas or
combination wells regardless of its chemical analysis.

Sec. 18.1-302.57

General convenience store. A single store, the ground floor area of which is four thousand
(4,000) square feet or less and which offers for sale primarily most of the following articles: bread, milk,
cheese, canned and bottled foods and drinks, tobacco products, candy, papers and magazines, and general
hardware articles. Gasoline may also be offered for sale but only as a secondary activity of a country
general store and no more than four (4) gasoline and/or diesel dispensers shall be permitted, subject to the
restrictions in paragraphs 18.2-902.04 and 18.2-902.05.

Sec. 18.1-302.58
Greenhouse. A structure for the raising of plants or flowers indoors for private or retail purposes.

Sec. 18.1-302.58-A
Grocery Store. A single store building with a ground floor area of not more than 10,000 square
feet which primarily offers for sale food to be prepared and consumed off premises.

Sec. 18.1-302.59
Hazardous waste. Solid or liquid waste which, because of concentration, quantity, physical,
chemical or infectious characteristics may:

(@) Cause or significantly contribute to an increase in mortality or an increase in serious
irreversible or incapacitating illness or

(b) Pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or the environment when
improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of or otherwise managed.

Sec. 18.1-302.60
Health department. The Amherst County Health Department or its designated agent or
representative.

Sec. 18.1-302.61

Home occupation. An accessory use of a dwelling unit, located either in the main building or an
accessory building, for financial gain or support involving the manufacture, provision, or sale of goods
and/or services which is clearly incidental to or secondary to the residential use of a dwelling unit.

Sec. 18.1-302.62

Home for the aged. A building or place in which the establishment is providing housing, board,
lodging and maintenance for four(4) or more aged persons who are not informed, chronically ill or
incapacitated, with such establishment having separate sleeping quarters and common areas for dining,
recreation and other similar facilities.
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Sec. 18.1-302.63

Highway, primary. All state highways in the "State Highway System" so designated by the State
Highway and Transportation Commission (Board) under requirements of Section 33.1-25 of the Code of
Virginia, 1950, as amended.

Sec. 18.1-302.64
Highway, secondary. All roads of the Commonwealth of Virginia not currently in the primary
system of state highways as provided for in §33.1-67 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.

Sec. 18.1-302.65

Hospital. Hospital includes sanatorium, preventorium, clinic or rest home, and is deemed to
mean a place for the treatment of human disorders and ailments; an institution providing health services
for inpatient medical or surgical care, care of sick or injured, and related laboratories, offices, and
outpatient facilities and services.

Sec. 18.1-302.65.1

Industrialized building. A combination of one or more sections or modules, subject to state
regulations and including the necessary electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilating and other service
systems, manufactured off-site and transported to the point of use for installation or erection, with or
without other specified components, to comprise a finished building. Manufactured homes defined in
Section 36-85.3 of the Code of Virginia and certified under the provisions of the National Manufactured
Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act shall not be considered industrialized buildings for the
purposes of this ordinance.

Sec. 18.1-302.66

Junk. Old or scrap copper, brass, rope, rags, batteries, paper, trash, rubber, debris, waste; or
junked, dismantled or wrecked automobiles, or parts thereof; iron, steel and other old or scrap ferrous or
nonferrous material.

Sec. 18.1-302.66.5

Jail. Any institution operated by or under authority of any local, regional, state or federal
governmental authority whether obtained by purchase, lease, construction, reconstruction, restoration,
conversion, improvement, alteration, repair or other means or any physical betterment or improvement
relating to the housing of inmates. The term includes prison and correctional facility.

Sec. 18.1-302.67

Kennel. Any location where raising, grooming, caring for or boarding of dogs, cats or other small
animals for commercial purposes is carried on. Outdoor runs properly screened are included.
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Sec. 18.1-302.68

Lot. A measured portion or parcel of land separated from other portions or parcels by description
in a site plan or a recorded plat, or by metes and bounds, intended to be a unit for the purpose, whether
immediate or future, of transfer of ownership or of development or separate use. The term applies to units
of land whether in a subdivision or a development.

FIGURE 1

This illustrates the basic types of lots.
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Sec. 18.1-302.69
Lot of record. A lot or parcel of land whose existence, location and dimensions have been legally
recorded in the office of the clerk of the circuit court at the time of the adoption of this ordinance.

Sec. 18.1-302.70

Lot, corner. A lot located at the intersection of two or more streets. A lot abutting on a curved
street or streets shall be considered a corner lot if straight lines drawn from the foremost points of the side
lot lines to the foremost point of the lot meet at an interior angle of less than 135 degrees. (Iltem A in
Figure 1)

Sec. 18.1-302.71

Lot coverage. The ratio of the horizontally projected area of the main and accessory buildings on
a lot to the total area of the lot, except where otherwise defined herein.

Sec. 18.1-302.72
Lot frontage width. The distance between side property lot lines measured at the front lot line.

Sec. 18.1-302.73
Lot, interior. A lot other than a corner lot with only one frontage on a street. (ltem B in Figure 1)
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Sec. 18.1-302.74
Lot, through. A lot other than a corner lot with frontage on more than one street. Through lots
abutting two streets may be referred to as double frontage lots. (Item C in Figure 1)

Sec. 18.1-302.75
Lot line (property line). The boundary of a lot.

Sec. 18.1-302.76
Lot width. The average horizontal distance between side property lot lines.

Sec. 18.1-302.77

Manufacture and/or manufacturing. The processing and/or converting of raw, unfinished
materials or products or either of them into articles or substances of different character or for use for a
different purpose.

Sec. 18.1-302.77.1

Manufactured home. A structure subject to federal regulation, which is transportable in one or
more sections; is eight body feet or more in width and 40 body feet or more in length in the travelling
mode, or is 320 or more square feet when erected on site; is built on a permanent chassis; is designed to
be used as a single family dwelling, with or without a permanent foundation, when connected to the
required utilities; and includes the plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, and electrical systems contained in
the structure.

Sec. 18.1-302.78

Mobile Home. A factory assembled structure or structures equipped with the necessary service
connections and made to be readily moveable as a unit or units on its (their) own running gear and
designed to be used as a dwelling unit without a permanent foundation and built before 1976. (See also
Manufactured Home, Modular Home, and Industrialized Building.) This unit does not meet the
requirements of the Council of American Building Officials (CABO) or the Virginia Uniform Statewide
Building Code Use Group R-4. The phrase "without a permanent foundation" indicates that the support
system is constructed with the intent that the manufactured home placed thereon will be moved from time
to time at the convenience of the owner. Mobile homes are allowed only in manufactured home parks.

Sec. 18.1-302.78.1
Manufactured home park. Any site, lot, or tract of land which contains spaces for parking two (2)
or more mobile, manufactured, or modular homes or any combination thereof.

Sec. 18.1-302.78.2

Modular home. A structure constructed to meet the State requirements of an industrialized
building, Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code Use Group R-4, and Council of American Building
Officials (not a mobile home or manufactured home). As such, a modular home shall be considered the
equivalent of a residence built on-site for the purposes of this ordinance.

Sec. 18.1-302.79

Motel. A building or a group of buildings containing sleeping accommodations for rental
primarily to automobile transients and in which ingress and egress to and from each sleeping room is
generally to the outside of the building.

Sec. 18.1-302.80

Natural resource. Includes soil, sand, gravel, stone or other mineral (other than oil and gas)
naturally formed on or beneath the surface of the earth.

18.1-14.28



AMHERST TOWN CODE

Sec. 18.1-302.81

Nonconforming lot. An otherwise legally platted lot that does not conform to the minimum area
or width requirements of this ordinance for the district in which it is located whether at the effective date
of this ordinance or as a result of subsequent amendments to the ordinance.

Sec. 18.1-302.82

Nonconforming structure. An otherwise legal building or structure that does not conform with
the lot area, yard, height, lot coverage, or other area regulations of this ordinance, or is designed or
intended for a use that does not conform to the use regulations of this ordinance, for the district in which
it is located, either at the effective date of this ordinance or as a result of subsequent amendments of the
ordinance.

Sec. 18.1-302.83

Nonconforming use. The otherwise legal use of a building or of a tract of land that does not
conform to the use regulations of this ordinance for the district in which it is located, either at the
effective date of this ordinance or as a result of subsequent amendments to this ordinance.

Sec. 18.1-302.84

Non-public water system. A water system which, as a general rule, does not provide water to the
public for drinking or does not meet the requirements for a public water system; or a well used for
obtaining water for drinking or domestic use located on an individual lot for the purpose of serving the
main dwelling on said lot, with any new well to be at least a Class Il1-A drilled well as approved by the
health department.

Sec. 18.1-302.85
Normal pool elevation. The height, above sea level, of the water held in any reservoir as it begins
to overflow its spillway structure.

Sec. 18.1-302.86

Nursing home. Includes rest homes and convalescent homes and shall mean a place devoted
primarily to the maintenance and operation of facilities for the treatment and care of any person suffering
from illnesses, diseases, deformities, or injuries not requiring extensive and/or intensive care that is
normally provided in a general hospital or other specialized hospital.

Sec. 18.1-302.87
Oil. A liquid substance known as crude petroleum oil or petroleum.

Sec. 18.1-302.88

On-site sewage system. A sewage system designed not to result in a point source discharge,
including individual septic tanks used by the main dwelling on an individual lot, and approved by the
health department.

Sec. 18.1-302.89
Open space. A yard area which is not used for or occupied by a driveway, off-street parking,
loading space, refuse storage space.

Sec. 18.1-302.90
Owner. Any person, agent, firm or corporation having a legal or equitable interest in the

property.
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Sec. 18.1-302.91

Permanent tributary. Any perennial, intermittent stream, including lakes or ponds, which
provides natural drainage to a larger body of water, as officially indicated on U. S, Geological Survey
topographic maps.

Sec. 18.1-302.92
Permitted use. A use of the land which is allowed by right in the zoning district in which the land
is situated.

Sec. 18.1-302.93
Plat. The schematic representation of land divided or to be divided.

Sec. 18.1-302.94
Prescriptive easement. An easement granted to the Virginia Department of Transportation for the
construction and maintenance of public roads owned by said department.

Sec. 18.1-302.94.1

Preserved area. An area containing sensitive lands with features such as steep slopes, stream
bottoms, critical viewshed, established trees or other vegetation or public ownership where the Town
Council has determined that such features are worthy of preservation by the inclusion of such in the
Comprehensive Plan. No clearing or grading is allowed in a preserved area prior to specific approval by
the Town Council or Planning Commission of a rezoning, special use permit or site plan. The minimum
of clearing and grading necessary for sanitary sewer mains and other uses may be allowed provided that
the approving authority has adequate assurances that appropriate vegetation will be reestablished. For the
purposes of this paragraph, active management of a preserved area in the form of cutting grass or noxious
weeds, clearing underbrush, maintaining trees or similar activities shall not be considered clearing or
grading.

(Amended June 11, 2008)

Sec. 18.1-302.95

Professional office. An office for the conduct of a professional use by persons generally engaged
in rendering personal, executive, sales or administrative services or activities, including law, medicine,
theology, architecture, accounting, engineering, insurance, real estate, stock brokers, and administrative
agencies considered professional in character. Characteristics of a professional office include desks,
telephone and computer equipment, filing cabinets, and conference rooms and display areas. The term,
however, does not include repairs or sales of tangible personal property stored or located within the
structure nor any use which would create any loud noises or noxious odors, storage of salable materials,
construction equipment or construction materials.

Sec. 18.1-302.97

Proffer. An offer or proposal which the property owner, or his agents, commits himself as
additional requirements or restrictions on his property.
Sec. 18.1-302.98

Public building. A building owned or leased and occupied and used by an agency or political
subdivision of the United States of America, the Commonwealth of Virginia, or Amherst County.

Sec. 18.1-302.99

Public sewerage system. A sewerage system owned and operated by the town of Amherst; or any
sewerage system resulting in a point source discharge and approved by the health department.
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Sec. 18.1-302.100

Public utilities. Public service structures such as power plant substations; water lines, treatment
plants or pumping stations, sewage disposal systems and treatment plants; or such similar operations
publicly or privately owned furnishing electricity, gas rail transport, communication or related services to
the general public.

Sec. 18.1-302.101
Public water supply agency. The administrative organization, department or agency which
manages the daily and long term activities of public water system.

Sec. 18.1-302.102

Public water system. A water system owned and operated by the Town of Amherst or any water
system for drinking or domestic use, approved by the health department, that generally has at least fifteen
(15) connections or an average of twenty-five (25) individuals for at least sixty (60) days out of the year.

Sec. 18.1-302.103
Ramada. A structure erected over a mobile home for the purpose of providing shade or shelter.

Sec. 18.1-302.104
Reserve drainfield space. An area set aside and dedicated for future use in the absorption and
evaporation of fluid from an on-site sewerage system.

Sec. 18.1-302.105
Reservoir. Any impoundment of water, owned, operated or controlled by a public water supply
agency to provide drinking water to citizens of their community at the present or in the future.

Sec. 18.1-302.106
Resident engineer. The resident engineer for the Town of Amherst, Virginia, employed by the
Virginia Department of Transportation, or his designated agent.

Sec. 18.1-302.107

Residential use. A building or part of a building containing dwelling units or rooming units,
including single-family or two-family houses, multiple family dwellings, mobile homes, boarding or
rooming houses, dormitories, fraternity or sorority houses or apartment hotels; but not including
monasteries, convents, transient accommodations, such as hotels, motels, tourist cabins, or travel trailer
parks, or that part of a mixed building used for any non-residential use, except accessory to residential
uses.

Sec. 18.1-302.108

Restaurant. Any building in which, for compensation, food or beverage are dispensed to persons
not residing on the premises including, among other establishments, cafes, delicatessens, refreshment
stands, or drive-in facilities.

Sec. 18.1-302.109

Retail stores and shops. Buildings for display and sale of merchandise at retail or for the
rendering of personal services (but specifically exclusive of coal, wood, and lumber yards) such as the
following which will serve as illustration only and are not to be considered exclusive: drug store,
newsstand, food store, candy shop, milk, dispensary, drygoods and notions store, antique store and gift
shop, hardware store, household appliance store, furniture store, florist, optician, music and radio store,
tailor shop, barber shop, and beauty shop.
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Sec. 18.1-302.110
Right-of-way. Access over or across particularly described property for a specific purpose or
purposes.

Sec. 18.1-302.111
Right-of-way line. The dividing line between a lot, tract, or parcel of land and a contiguous street,
railroad, or public utility right-of-way.

Sec. 18.1-302.112
Right-of-Way, state owned. The right-of-way owned outright by the Virginia Department of
Transportation on which public roads are constructed and maintained.

Sec. 18.1-302.113

Satellite Dish Antenna. An accessory use that is a combination of (1) antenna or dish antenna
whose purpose is to receive communication or other signals from orbiting satellites or other
extraterrestrial sources; (2) a low noise amplifier (LNA) which is situated at the focal point of the
receiving component and whose purpose is to magnify and transfer signals; and (3 a coaxial cable whose
purpose is to carry the signals to the exterior of the building.

Sec. 18.1-302.114

Schools.  An institution providing full-time instruction and including accessory facilities
traditionally associated with a program of study which meets the requirements of the laws of the State of
Virginia. School support facilities shall not be included.

Sec. 18.1-302.115

School support facilities. Facilities which are required to maintain efficient operation of a school
or school system but which are not directly related to the academic program of study and which may be
characterized by potential nuisance factors such as fuel storage, noise, or vibration. Such supportive
facilities include school system administrative offices, maintenance shops, storage warehouses, vehicle
storage lots and the like.

Sec. 18.1-302.116

Setback line. A line parallel to a street and extending the full width of the lot for a specified
distance at all points from the street right-of-way line, and thus defining an area in which no building or
structures or portions thereof may be constructed.

Sec. 18.1-302.117
Shopping center. A group of commercial establishments, planned and developed as a unit, with common
off-street parking provided on the property, located on a parcel of land ten(10) or more acres in size.

Sec. 18.1-302.118

Sign.  Any words, lettering, parts of letters, figures, numerals, phrases, sentences, emblems,
devices, designs, trade name or marks, or combinations thereof, by which anything is made know, such as
the designation of an individual, a firm, an association, a profession, a public business, a commodity, or
product, which are visible from any public way and used as an outdoor display.

Sec. 18.1-302.119

Sign area. The smallest square, rectangle, triangle, circle, or combination thereof, encompassing
the entire advertising area, excluding architectural trim and structural supports.
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Sec. 18.1-302.120
Sign, commercial. A sign informing or advertising products or activities for sale or profit.

Sec. 18.1-302.121
Sign, directional. A sign indicating only the name and direction to a business, farm or activity.

Sec. 18.1-302.122

Sign, on-site. A sign relating to its subject matter to the premises on which it is located, or to
products, accommodations, services, or activities on the premises. On-site signs do not include signs
erected by the outdoor advertising industry in the conduct of the outdoor advertising business.

Sec. 18.1-302.123

Sign, off-site. A sign, either free standing or attached to a building, for the purpose of conveying
information, knowledge, or ideas to the public about a subject not specific to the premises upon which it
is located.

Sec. 18.1-302.124

Sign, outdoor advertising. A structural poster panel or painted sign, either free standing or
attached to a building, for the purpose of conveying information, knowledge, or ideas to the public about
a subject unrelated to the premises upon which it is located.

Sec. 18.1-302.125

Sign, temporary. Any sign, banner, pennant, valance, or advertising display constructed of cloth,
canvas, light fabric, cardboard, wallboard, or other materials with or without frames intended to be
displayed for a period of not more than sixty (60) consecutive days.

Sec. 18.1-302.126
Special use. A use of the land which may be allowed in a zoning district in which the land is
situated subject to the approval of the Town Council, after a public hearing thereon.

Sec. 18.1-302.127

Street. A strip of land comprising the entire area within the right-of-way intended for possible
use as a means of vehicular and pedestrian circulation to provide access to more than one lot. The word
"street" includes road, thoroughfare, parkway, avenue, lane, boulevard, expressway, highway (except as
herein defined), place, throughway, square, alley, or however designated with the above mentioned right-
of-way.

Sec. 18.1-302.128
Street centerline. A line generally parallel to the right-of-way lines that equally divide the street
right-of-way.

Sec. 18.1-302.129
Street, half. A street that does not meet the minimum right-of-way width requirements set forth
or referenced in this ordinance.

Sec. 18.1-302.130

Street, private. Any road, street, highway or other means of vehicular access to a parcel of land
not maintained by the Virginia Department of Transportation (or any other public agency) regardless of
ownership.
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Sec. 18.1-302.131

Street, public. A strip of land comprising the entire area within the right-of-way intended for
public use as a means of vehicular and pedestrian circulation to provide access to more than one lot and
which is presently a portion of the Virginia Department Transportation's street and road system, or is a
proposed addition to the Virginia Department of Transportation's street and road system in which case the
improvement of which shall meet the construction standards of the Virginia Department of
Transportation.

Sec. 18.1-302.132
Structure. Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a location on the ground, or
attached to something having a location on the ground.

Sec. 18.1-302.133
Subdivider. Any person owning a tract or parcel of land to be subdivided.

Sec. 18.1-302.134

Subdivision. Any division of a piece of land or alteration of the boundary lines of any piece of
land. The term includes condominiums, wherein the purchaser acquires both ownership of the
condominium units and ownership of an interest in common elements.

Sec. 18.1-302.135
Surveyor. A land surveyor certified by the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Sec. 18.1-302.136

Theater, indoor. A building designed and/or used primarily for the commercial exhibition of
motion pictures to the general public or used for performance of displays, acts, dramas by actors and/or
actresses.

Sec. 18.1-302.137

Theater, outdoor. An area not to exceed five (5) acres containing a screen projection booth
refreshment stand, parking spaces and sound transmission devices to individual parking spaces only for
the purpose of commercial exhibition of motion pictures.

Sec. 18.1-302.137.1
Time-share. A time-share estate or a time-share use plus its incidental benefits.

Sec. 18.1-302.137.2

Time-share estate. A right to occupy a unit or any of several units during five or more separated
time periods over a period of at least five years, including renewal options, coupled with a freehold estate
for years in a time-share project of a specified portion thereof.

Sec. 18.1-302.137.3

Time-share instrument. Any document, however denominated, which creates the time-share
project and program, and which may contain restrictions or covenants regulating the use, occupancy, or
disposition of time-shares in a project.

Sec. 18.1-302.137.4

Time-share program (or program). Any arrangement of time-shares in one or more time-share
projects whereby the use, occupancy, or possession of real property has been made subject to either a
time-share estate or time-share use in which such use, occupancy, or possession circulates among owners
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of the time-shares according to a fixed or floating time schedule on a periodic basis occurring over any
period of time in excess of five years.

Sec. 18.1-302.137.5
Time-share project. All of the real property subject to a time-share program created by the
execution of a time-share instrument.

Sec. 18.1-302.137.6
Time-share unit (or unit). The real property or real property improvement in a project which is
divided into time-shares and designated for separate occupancy and use.

Sec. 18.1-302.137.7

Time-share use. A right to occupy a time-share unit or any of several time-share units during five
or more separated time periods over a period of at least five years, including renewal options, not coupled
with a freehold estate or an estate for years in a time share project or a specified portion thereof. “Time-
share use” shall not mean a right to use which is subject to a first-come, first-served space available basis
as might exist in a country club, motel, hotel, health spa, campground, or membership or resort facility.

Sec. 18.1-302.138
Town. The governmental entity of the Town of Amherst, Virginia.

Sec. 18.1-302.139
Townhouse. A residential unit in a series of from three (3) to twelve (12) single family attached
dwellings separated from one another by common vertical walls with no openings.

Sec. 18.1-302.140
Townhouse lot. A lot upon which a townhouse is or is to be erected.

Sec. 18.1-302.141
Town manager. The Town manager of the Town of Amherst, Virginia.

Sec. 18.1-302.142

Travel trailer. A wvehicular, portable structure designed as a temporary dwelling for travel,
recreational and vacation uses which is not more than eight (8) feet in body width and is of any weight
provided its body length does not exceed twenty-nine (29) feet.

Sec. 18.1-302.143
Use. The principal purpose for which a lot or the main building thereon is designed, arranged, or
intended and for which it is or may be used, occupied, or maintained.

Sec. 18.1-302.144

Variance. A reasonable deviation from those provisions regulating the size or area of a lot or
parcel of land, or the size, area, bulk or location of a building or structure when the strict application of
the provisions of this ordinance would result in unnecessary or unreasonable hardship to the property
owner, and such need for a variance would not be shared generally by other properties and provided such
variance is not contrary to the intended spirit and purpose of this ordinance, and would result in
substantial justice being done.
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Sec. 18.1-302.145

Veterinary hospital. A structure or series of structures used for the treatment of diseases and
injuries of animals by a veterinarian licensed by the Commonwealth of Virginia, without outdoor runs
except for exercise purposes.

Sec. 18.1-302.146
Watershed. Any area drained by a stream and its tributaries upstream from a public water supply
intake structure.

Sec. 18.1-302.147

Yard. A space on the same lot with a main building, such space being open, unoccupied, and
unobstructed by buildings from ground to sky except where encroachments and accessory buildings are
expressly permitted.

FIGURE 2
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Sec. 18.1-302.148

Yard, front. An open, unoccupied space on the same lot with the main structure, extending the
full width of the lot and situated between the right-of-way line and the front line of the structure projected
to the side lines of the lot. The depth of the front yard shall be measured between the front line of the
structure and the right-of-way line. Covered porches, whether enclosed or unenclosed, shall be
considered as part of the main structure and shall not project into a required front yard. On corner lots the
front yard shall be considered as parallel to the street upon which the lot has its least dimension. (See
figure 2).

Sec. 18.1-302.149

Yard, rear. An open space on the same lot with the main structure, such space being unoccupied
except possibly by an accessory building and extending the full width of the lot and situated between the
rear line of the lot and the rear line of the main structure projected to the side lines of the lot. On all
corner lots the rear yard shall be at the opposite end of the front yard. (See figure 2).

Sec. 18.1-302.150

Yard, side. An open, unoccupied space on the same lot with a main structure, situated between
the side line of the structure and the adjacent side line of the lot extending from the rear line of the front
yard to the front line of the rear yard. If no front yard is required, the front boundary of the side yard shall
be the front line of the lot and if no rear yard is required, the rear boundary of the side yard shall be the
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rear line of the lot. On the corner lots, the side yard shall be considered as parallel to the street upon
which the lot has its greatest dimension. (See figure 2).

Sec. 18.1-302.151
Zoning map. The official zoning district map for the Town of Amherst, Virginia.
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ARTICLE IV. APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS

Sec. 18.1-401. Uniform application of regulations.
The regulations established herein shall be minimum regulations and be uniformly applied to
each class of structure or land, except as hereinafter provided.

Sec. 18.1-402. Subdivision of land.

Any owner or owners of any tract of land located within the Town, in whole or in part, who
subdivides the same as provided herein shall cause a plat of such subdivision to be made in accordance
with procedures set forth in this ordinance.

Sec. 18.1-403. Use.

No building or land shall hereafter be used or occupied and no building or part thereof shall be
erected, constructed, moved, or structurally altered except in conformity with the regulations herein
specified for the district in which it is or is to be located.

Sec. 18.1-403.01

Permitted uses. A permitted use is one allowed in the district in which the land is situated.
Where the proposed use is permitted and is in accordance with other regulations herein, a zoning
certificate will be issued by the zoning administrator, without hearing thereon, in accordance with
paragraph 18.1-1003.02 herein.

Sec. 18.1-403.02

Special uses. A special use is one which may be allowed when the Town Council, after review of
the application and hearing thereon, finds as a fact that the proposed use or uses are consistent with the
comprehensive plan and the policies of the Town Council and the public interest. Where the use is a
special use, a zoning certificate will be issued by the zoning administrator, in accordance with paragraph
18.1-1003.03 herein, after such special use has been approved by the Town Council.

Sec. 18.1-404. Buildings

No building shall hereafter be erected, constructed, or altered so as to exceed the height limit, to
accommodate or house a greater number of families, or to occupy a greater percentage of the lot area than
is required or specified in the regulations herein for the district in which it is located.

Sec. 18.1-405. Lots and yards

No new lot nor yard shall hereafter be created, nor shall any lot or yard existing at the time of
enactment of this ordinance be moved so that lot width, depth, or area requirements; front, side or rear
yard requirements; inner or outer court requirements; or other requirements of this ordinance are not
maintained, except when a portion of a lot is acquired for public use. No new building lot shall
hereinafter be created unless such lot adjoins at least twenty-five (25) feet on a public street except that
this provision shall not apply to (a) any property designated for business use and involving the sale of
individual sites designated for business use or (b) situations involving joint or shared use access in any
business district as approved by the Planning Commission.

No part of a yard nor other open space required for any building for the purpose of complying
with the provisions of this ordinance shall be included as part of a yard or other open space similarly
required for another building. Every part of a required yard or court shall be open from its lowest point to
the sky unobstructed, except for the ordinary projections of sills, cornices, buttresses, ornamental features,
chimneys, flues, and eaves, provided such projections shall not extend into the required yard areas for a

distance exceeding two (2) feet.
(Amended June 11, 2008)
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Sec. 18.1-406. Permits issued prior to adoption of ordinance.

Nothing contained herein shall require any change in the plans or construction of any building or
structure for which a permit was granted prior to the effective date of this ordinance. However, if such
construction does not commence within thirty (30) days after this ordinance becomes effective, or if
construction is discontinued for a period of six (6) months or more, further construction shall be in
conformity with the provisions of this ordinance for the district in which the operation is located.

Sec. 18.1-407. Uses exempt from a zoning permit.

Sec. 18.1-407.01

Incidental agriculture is permitted in any district that allows residential uses provided that such
agricultural use shall not occupy over five (5) acres and shall not be objectionable by reason of odor, dust,
noise, pollution and erosion or drainage.

Sec. 18.1-407.02

Yard sales and garage sales by the resident owner, and bazaars, flea markets and sales conducted
by non-profit organizations shall be exempt from zoning permit requirements, provided such sales are
limited to forty-eight (48) hours per sale and no more than one (1) such sale per month.

Sec. 18.1-407.03
Within districts that permit commercial activity by right, wayside stands for the sale of
agricultural or horticultural products shall not require a zoning permit.

Sec. 18.1-408. Number of dwellings on a single lot. Except for permitted apartments in
single family dwellings, two family dwellings, multifamily dwellings and manufactured home parks
where permitted, no more than one dwelling unit may be permitted on a lot or parcel of land.

Sec. 18.1-4009. Access through another zoning district.

Private access to a parcel of land used appropriately in a zoning district as provided herein shall
be prohibited through another zoning district. For the purposes of this section, access to a parcel of land
shall not be considered a use and shall therefore be subject to the variance procedure as outlined herein.
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ARTICLE V. ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS

Sec. 18.1-501. Division of Town of Amherst into districts.
For the purposes of this ordinance, the Town of Amherst is divided into ten (10) districts as
follows:

A-1 - Agricultural District
R-1 - Limited Residential District
R-2 — General Residential District

T-1 - Transitional Use Zone District
R-3 - High Density Residential District
R-4 - Manufactured Home District

B-1 - Light Commercial District
CBD - Central Business District
B-2 - General Commercial District
E-1 — Business Park District

M-1 - Industrial District

Sec. 18.1-502. Incorporation of the zoning map.

The map entitled “Town of Amherst Zoning and Future Land Use Map,” including all notations,
references, and amendments as from time to time may be made by the Town Council, and other
information shown thereon, as adopted by the Town Council, shall constitute a part of this ordinance. It
shall identify and declare the zoning of all parcels of real estate within the Town upon the adoption of this
ordinance.

Sec. 18.1- 503. Map amendment.

If, in accordance with the provisions of Article X herein, changes are made in the district
boundaries or other information portrayed on the official zoning map, such changes shall be entered on
the official zoning map within thirty (30) days after the amendment has been approved by the Town
Council, together with a numerical entry referring to the application for the amendment which shall be
kept as a public record by the zoning administrator. Said numerical entry shall state the reference number
of the application in the records of the zoning administrator, and the date of the approval of the
amendment by the Town Council. Amendments to this ordinance which involve matter portrayed on the
official zoning map shall become effective immediately upon being approved by the Town Council. The
official zoning map which shall be located in the office of the zoning administrator shall be the final
authority in determining the current zoning status of land and water areas, buildings, and other structures
in the town. No changes of any nature shall be made on the official zoning map except in accordance
with the procedures set forth herein.

Sec. 18.1-504. Replacement of the official zoning map.

In the event that the official zoning map becomes damaged, lost or difficult to interpret because
of the nature or number of changes and additions, or can be improved with a more accurate base map, the
Town Council may, by resolution, adopt a new official zoning map which shall supersede the prior
official zoning map. The new official zoning map may correct drafting or other errors or omissions in the
prior official zoning map, but no such correction shall have the effect of amending the original official
zoning map or any subsequent amendment thereof without a public hearing in accordance with §15.2-
2204 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended. Unless the prior official zoning map has been lost, or
has been totally destroyed, the prior map or any significant parts thereof remaining shall be preserved,
together with all available records pertaining to its adoption or amendment.
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Sec. 18.1-505. Rules for determining boundaries.

Unless district boundary lines are fixed by dimensions, and where uncertainty exists with respect
to the boundaries of any of the aforesaid districts as shown on the official zoning map, the following rules
shall apply:

Sec. 18.1-505.01

Unless otherwise indicated, district boundaries indicated as approximately following property
lines, land lot lines, centerline of streams, streets, highways, alleys or railroads, or the shorelines of
reservoirs, or other bodies of water, or civil boundaries, shall be construed to follow such lines.

Sec. 18.1-505.02

District boundaries indicated as approximately parallel to the centerline of streams, streets,
highways, or railroads, or right-of-ways of the same, or the shorelines of reservoirs, or other bodies of
water, or said lines extended, shall be construed as being parallel thereto and at such distance therefrom as
indicated on the official zoning map. If no distance is given, such dimensions shall be determined by the
use of the scale shown on the official zoning map.

Sec. 18.1-505.03

Where a district boundary line as appearing on the official zoning map divides a lot which is in
single ownership at the time of this enactment, the use classification of the larger portion may, on
application, be extended to the remainder by the Town Council in accordance with §18.1-404 herein.

Sec. 18.1-505.04
Where a public road, street, or alley is officially vacated or abandoned, the regulations applicable
to the property to which it is reverted shall apply to such vacated or abandoned road, street, or alley.

Sec. 18.1-505.05

Where a district boundary is indicated to follow a river, creek, or branch or other body of water,
said boundary shall be construed to follow the centerline at low water or at the limit of the jurisdiction,
and in the event of natural change in the shoreline, such boundary shall be construed as moving with the
actual shoreline with its reestablished center or channel.

Sec. 18.1-505.06

If no distance, curvature description, or other means is given to determine a boundary line
accurately and the foregoing provisions do not apply, the same shall be determined by the use of the scale
shown on the official zoning map. In case of subsequent dispute, the matter shall be referred to the Board
of Appeals which shall determine the boundary in accordance with Section 18.1-1402.03(4) herein.

Sec. 18.1-505.07

In case the exact location of a boundary cannot be determined by the foregoing method, the
Board of Appeals shall, upon application, determine the location of the boundary in accordance with
Section 18.1-1402.03 (4) herein.

Sec. 18.1-506. Classification of districts.

For the purpose of this ordinance, the Agricultural District A-1 is classified as an agricultural
district. The Limited Residential District R-1, the General Residential District R-2, Transitional Use
Zone District T-1, High Density Residential District R-3 and Manufactured Home District R-4 are
classified as residential districts. The Light Commercial District B-1, Central Business District CBD and
General Commercial District B-2 are classified as business districts. The Business Park District E-1 and
Industrial District M-1 are classified as industrial districts.
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Sec. 18.1-507. Annexed territories.

Where a territory becomes a part of an incorporated area of the Town of Amherst by annexation
or otherwise, such territory shall automatically be classified according to the Town of Amherst zoning
district most similar to the zoning district of the property in the jurisdiction from which the property was
located before it came into the corporate limits of the Town of Amherst until otherwise classified
according to the process described herein. The Town of Amherst Planning Commission and the Town
Council of the Town of Amherst shall, as soon as practical after the annexation, undertake a review of the
zoning of the territory so annexed and shall establish or reestablish the appropriate zoning of the said
territory in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.
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ARTICLE VI. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 18.1-601. Nonconforming lots, buildings and uses.

As provided in the Code of Virginia, nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to impair any
vested right, except that this ordinance recognizes that the elimination of existing lots, buildings and
structures or uses that are not in conformity with the provisions of this ordinance is as much a subject of
health, safety, and general welfare as if the prevention of the establishment of new uses that would violate
the provisions of this ordinance. It is, therefore, the intent of this ordinance to permit these
nonconformities to continue, but not to encourage their survival or permit their uses as grounds for adding
other structures or uses prohibited elsewhere within the same district.

Therefore, any structure or use of land existing at the time of the enactment of this ordinance, and
amendments thereto, but not in conformity with its regulations and provisions, may be continued subject
to the following provisions:

Sec. 18.1-601.01

Lots of record. Where a lot of record at the time of enactment of this ordinance does not contain
land of sufficient area or width to permit conformity with dimensional requirements of this ordinance, the
following provisions shall apply:

1. When two or more adjoining and vacant lots with continuous frontage are in single ownership
at the time of enactment of this ordinance or amendments thereto, and each of such lots has
width or lot area less than is required by the district in which it is located, such lot shall be
platted and reparcelled so as to create one or more lots which conform to the minimum lot
width and area requirements of the district.

2. Where a single nonconforming lot of record at the time of enactment or amendment of this
ordinance is not of continuous frontage with other lots in the same ownership, such lot may
be used as a building site, provided that yard dimensions, and requirements other than those
applying to area or width of the lot shall conform to the regulation for the district in which
such lot is located. Variances of yard requirements may be obtained only through an appeal
to the board of appeals, as outlined in Section 1008 herein.

Sec. 18.1-601.02

Nonconforming structures. Where a lawful structure exists at the time of enactment or
amendment of this ordinance that could not be built in the district in which it is located by reasons of
restrictions on area, lot coverage, height, yard dimensions or other requirements, such structure may be
continued so long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the following provisions:

1. Any structure or portion thereof declared unsafe by the building inspector, or destroyed,
damaged or demolished in any way by any means, may be restored to a safe condition or
replaced in the same location, provided that the requirements of this section are met and the
restoration or replacement work is underway with two years after the declaration, destruction,
damage or demolition.

2. A nonconforming structure may be enlarged or altered as necessary, provided such
enlargement(s) or alteration(s) do not exceed a cumulative fifty (50) percent of the floor area
of the original nonconforming structure, and provided all yard and other appropriate
requirements herein are met; any structure or portion thereof may be altered to decrease its
nonconformity.
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Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 601.02.2 above, whenever repairs on or
installation of plumbing facilities in residential structures are required by law or
administrative action of the health department or the building inspector, such alterations shall
be permitted, provided that where such alterations require an addition to the structure, such
addition shall be no nearer the lot line than permitted by the requirements of this ordinance.
Where an existing residential structure exceeds these requirements the said addition shall
extend no nearer the lot line than the existing building line.

Should a nonconforming structure be moved, it shall thereafter conform to the yard
dimension requirements of the district in which it is located after it is moved.

Sec. 18.1-601.03

Nonconforming uses of land. Where a lawful use of land exists at the time of enactment or
amendment of this ordinance that would not be permitted by the regulations imposed herein, such use
may be continued as long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the following provisions:

1.

A nonconforming use may be enlarged or increased or extended to occupy a greater area not
exceeding fifty (50) per cent of the floor area that was occupied at the time of enactment of or
amendment to this ordinance.

No such nonconforming use shall be moved in whole or in part to any portion of the lot or
parcel other than that occupied by such use at the time of enactment of or amendment to this
ordinance.

In the event that such use ceases for any reason for a period of more than twenty-four (24)
months any subsequent use shall conform to all requirements of this ordinance for the district
in which the land is located.

No additional structure not conforming to the requirements of this ordinance shall be
constructed in connection with such nonconforming use.

Sec. 18.1-601.04

Nonconforming uses of structures. Where a lawful use of individual structure, or of structures of
premises in combination, exists at the time of enactment of or amendment to this ordinance that would not
be permitted in the district in which it is located under the requirements of this ordinance, such use may
be continued as long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the following provisions:

1.

A structure existing at the time of enactment of or amendment to this ordinance devoted to a
nonconforming use may be enlarged, extended, or structurally altered, provided such
enlargement, extension or alteration shall not exceed fifty (50) percent in the aggregate of the
floor area of the original structure devoted to a nonconforming use and provided all yard and
other appropriate requirements herein are met. The provision shall not apply to the changing
of the use of a structure to a conforming use.

A nonconforming use of a structure may be extended to include use of the entire structure, or
any enlargement, extension or alteration thereof provided herein, but shall not be extended to
include either additional structures or land outside the structure.

When a nonconforming use of a structure and premises in combination is discontinued or

abandoned for twenty-four (24) consecutive months, except when government action impedes
access to the premises, or when a nonconforming use is superseded by a permitted use, the
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structure and premises shall not thereafter be used except in conformity with the regulations
of the district in which it is located.

4. Where a structure which is used in combination with its premises for a use not in conformity
with the regulations herein is destroyed by any means, the use of the land shall be allowed to
continue after reconstruction of the structure, provided such reconstruction of the structure
adheres to the yard and other appropriate requirements of the district in which said structure
is located as approved by the board of appeals in accordance with Section 405 herein, and
provided the ownership of said structure remains the same as before such destruction.

Sec. 18.1-601.05

Oil and gas leases. If a property owner has legally executed a lease for oil and gas exploration
prior to the enactment of this ordinance, such lease for exploration, and any resultant development of the
property for extraction and production of oil and gas, shall constitute the nonconforming use of such land
as provided in Section 601.03 herein, and provided Sections 45.1-106 through 45.1-144 [45.1-286
through 45.1-361], Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, and such oil and gas general rules and
regulations promulgated by the Virginia Department of Labor and Industry are met.

Sec. 18.1-601.06

Pursuant to Section 15.2-2307 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, nothing in this
ordinance shall be construed to authorize the impairment of any vested right. Without limiting the time
when rights might otherwise vest, a landowner's rights shall be deemed vested in a land use and such
vesting shall not be affected by a subsequent amendment to a zoning ordinance when the landowner (i)
obtains or is the beneficiary of a significant affirmative governmental act which remains in effect
allowing development of a specific project, (ii) relies in good faith on the significant affirmative
governmental act, and (iii) incurs extensive obligations or substantial expenses in diligent pursuit of the
specific project in reliance on the significant affirmative governmental act.

For purposes of this ordinance and without limitation, the following are deemed to be significant
affirmative governmental acts allowing development of a specific project: (i) the governing body has
accepted proffers or proffered conditions which specify use related to a zoning amendment; (ii) the
governing body has approved an application for a rezoning for a specific use or density; (iii) the
governing body or board of zoning appeals has granted a special exception or use permit with conditions;
(iv) the board of zoning appeals has approved a variance; (v) the governing body or its designated agent
has approved a preliminary subdivision plat, site plan or plan of development for the landowner's property
and the applicant diligently pursues approval of the final plat or plan within a reasonable period of time
under the circumstances; or (vi) the governing body or its designated agent has approved a final
subdivision plat, site plan or plan of development for the landowner's property.

Land, buildings, and structures and the uses thereof which do not conform to the zoning
prescribed for the district in which they are situated may be continued only so long as the then existing or
a more restricted use continues and such use is not discontinued for more than two years, and so long as
the buildings or structures are maintained in their then structural condition; and that the uses of such
buildings or structures shall conform to such regulations whenever they are enlarged, extended,
reconstructed or structurally altered and may further provide that no nonconforming building or structure
may be moved on the same lot or to any other lot which is not properly zoned to permit such

nonconforming use.
(Amended September 12, 2007)
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Sec. 18.1-602 Off-street Parking

Sec. 18.1-602.01. Off-street parking required.

(a) Every use or building instituted, constructed, erected, enlarged or structurally altered shall provide
off-street parking and loading facilities in accordance with the provisions of this article.

(b) Such off-street parking and loading facilities shall be maintained as approved and continued as long
as the main use is continued.

(c) No owner or operator of any structure affected by this article shall discontinue, change or dispense
with the required parking and loading facilities without establishing alternative vehicular parking
and loading facilities which meet the requirements of this article.

(d) No person shall utilize any building or use any parcel of land without providing the off-street
parking and loading facilities as required by this article, except when a building or use is legally
nonconforming as to required parking.

(e) When a permitted use is legally nonconforming as to required parking, and said use is enlarged,
additional parking shall be required only on the basis of the enlargement of the permitted use. The
additional parking shall meet all applicable requirements of this article.

(f) In lieu of compliance with the regular parking regulations contained in this article, property owners
may submit a parking master plan for approval as a special use permit.

Sec. 18.1-602.02. Location of parking.

(a) The off-street parking facilities required by this article shall be located on the same lot or parcel of
land that they are intended to serve. Where practical difficulties prevent such location or where the
public safety or the public convenience would be better served by an alternate location, the
planning commission may authorize the alternate or cooperative location as a part of a site plan
approval. Any authorization shall be subject to the following:

(1) An alternate location provides parking only for the use in question.

(2) A cooperative location provides parking for two or more uses, and shall have combined parking
spaces equal to the sum required for the separate uses.

(3) Such parking spaces shall be conveniently and safely accessible to pedestrians.

(4) All such parking spaces shall be on property zoned properly for the use or uses which require
the parking spaces.

(5) The right to use such property for parking shall be established by deed, easement, lease or
similar recorded covenant or agreement; shall be approved as to form and content by the town
attorney; shall be recorded in the clerk's office of the circuit court of the County of Amherst so
as to ensure the availability of such spaces for a minimum time period of at least five years.

(6) Should such off-street parking spaces become unavailable for use at some future time, an equal
number of parking spaces shall be constructed and provided on either the primary site or by
another offsite arrangement meeting the requirements of this ordinance. Failure to provide or
construct such replacement parking spaces within 90 days from the date on which the use of the
previously available off-street spaces was terminated shall be a violation of this chapter.

(7) For churches and other permanent buildings used for religious worship, alternate or cooperative
parking agreements may be approved that do not provide exclusive parking rights, provided
that such agreement provides adequate parking at appropriate times to meet the parking needs
of the church or other permanent building used for religious worship.

Sec. 18.1-602.03. Size of parking spaces.
(a) Parallel spaces shall have minimum dimensions of eight feet by 22 feet.
(b) All other parking spaces shall have minimum dimensions of nine feet by 18 feet, except as follows:
(1) Spaces in a parking garage shall have minimum dimensions of eight and one-half feet by 18
feet.
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(2) Planning commission, as a part of the site plan review process, may approve spaces with
minimum dimensions of eight and one-half feet by 18 feet for vehicle storage lots for
automobile dealers, overflow parking areas and other low turnover parking facilities.

(c) Overhang over landscape areas shall not be counted toward the minimum dimensions stated above.

Sec. 18.1-602.04. Access to off-street parking spaces.

Every parking space shall afford satisfactory ingress and egress for a motor vehicle without requiring
another motor vehicle to be moved, except for parking spaces for single-family detached, duplex and
townhouse dwellings where the parking spaces are located on the same lot as the dwelling unit.

Sec. 18.1-602.04.1. Surfacing
a. Parking spaces and driveways for single family dwelling units shall be constructed of gravel,
compacted stone, concrete, asphalt, brick or paving stones.
b. Parking spaces and driveways for other than single family dwelling units shall be constructed of
concrete, asphalt, brick or paving stones.

Sec. 18.1-602.05. Calculation of number of off-street parking spaces.
In calculating the number of required parking spaces, the following rules shall govern:

(1) Floor area shall mean the gross floor area of the specific use, measured from the exterior faces
of exterior walls or from the centerline of walls separating two attached buildings. Unless
otherwise specified, floor area shall include associated corridors, utility rooms and storage
space.

(2) When the units of measurements determining the number of required parking spaces results in
the requirement of a fractional space, any fraction less than one-half shall be disregarded, and
fractions of one-half or over one-half shall require one additional parking space.

(3) The parking space requirement for a use not specifically mentioned shall be the same as
required for a use of similar nature, as determined by the zoning administrator.

(4) In the case of mixed uses, the parking spaces required shall equal the sum of the requirements of
the various uses computed separately.

Sec. 18.1-602.06. Amount of off-street parking required.
The off-street parking required by this article shall be provided and maintained on the basis of the
following table, except as otherwise provided in this article:

Use Type Required Parking Spaces
(a) Residential uses:
1 Single-family, two family and 2 for each dwelling unit
multifamily dwelling
2 Townhouses and planned unit 2 for each dwelling unit, plus 0.25 for each dwelling unit
developments for visitor parking

(b) Group quarters:

1 Lodginghouses and roominghouses 1 for each room rented
2 Nursing homes 1 for each 3 beds
3 Dormitory, fraternity or sorority 1 for each 2 beds

(c) Transient lodgings:
1 Hotels/motels: 1 for each bedroom

2 Meeting rooms, banquet rooms and 1 for each 350 square feet of floor area
restaurants located within a hotel/motel
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(d) Educational uses:
1 Kindergarten, day care center, nursery
school
2 Elementary, middle and high schools,
college or preparatory school

(e) Business:

1 Retail establishments (unless otherwise
specified)

2 Automobile sales and rental
establishments, automobile service
center, service stations and tire stores

3 Furniture, hardware, home furnishings,
automobile parts and supplies

4 Pharmacy, freestanding, with a drive-
through window for drop off and pick
up of prescriptions

5 Shopping centers, but excluding
theaters (unless otherwise specified)

6 Restaurant or nightclub

7 Outdoor sales and display

8 Wholesale, inventory and storage uses
not otherwise classified

(f) Industrial uses:
1 Manufacturing, warehousing, industrial
uses and laboratories

(g) Cultural, entertainment and recreational
uses:

1 Auditoriums, assembly halls,
community centers, dancehalls and
theaters:

2 Amphitheaters, sports arenas, stadiums
or gymnasiums

3 Art galleries, libraries, museums

4 Bowling

5 Golf course or miniature golf course

(h) Office uses:
1 Offices, but not including medical
offices

(i) Medical uses:
1 Doctor's or dentist's office, clinic and

1 for each 200 square feet of floor area

1 for each 4 seats of maximum capacity in the auditorium or
main place of assembly; or 1 for each 100 square feet of
floor area in the main place of assembly in places which do
not have fixed seats

1 for each 200 square feet of floor area

1 for each 500 square feet of enclosed sales/rental floor
area, plus 2 for each service bay (bay area not counted)

1 for each 500 square feet of floor area

1 for each 400 square feet of floor area

1 for each 300 square feet of floor area
1 for each 100 square feet of floor area, plus 1 for each 100
square feet of outdoor dining area in excess of 1,000 square

feet
1 for each 500 square feet of open sales and display area

1 for each 1,000 square feet of floor area devoted to
enclosed storage

1 for each 1 1/2 employees on the maximum working shift

1 for each 4 seats based on maximum seating capacity

1 for each 5 seats or 10 feet of bench space

1 for each 400 square feet of floor area
4 for each alley
2 for each hole

1 for each 400 square feet of floor area

1 for each 200 square feet of floor area

18.1-34.28



AMHERST TOWN CODE

outpatient clinic
2 Hospital 2 for each bed, plus 1 for each 300 square feet of floor area
devoted to patient care services, such as cardiopulmonary,
physical therapy, radiology, surgery and laboratory
3 Veterinary hospital 1 for each 400 square feet of floor area

(i) Service uses:

1 Barbershop or beauty salon 1 for each 200 square feet of floor area
2 Laundry, self-service 1 for each 200 square feet of floor area
3 Laundry, dry cleaning 1 for each 400 square feet of floor area
4 Funeral home 1 for each four seats in chapels or parlors with fixed seats;

or 1 for each 100 square feet of floor area for assembly
rooms without fixed seats that are used for services
(k) Institutional uses:
1 Churches and other places of worship; 1 for every 10 seats of maximum seating capacity in the
and civic, fraternal, political, private, main place of assembly
religious and social nonprofit
organizations

2 Governmental buildings 1 for every 4 seats of maximum seating capacity in the main
place of assembly plus 1 for each 400 square feet of other
floor area

3 Jails 1 for every rated bed space plusl for each 400 square feet of

other floor area

Sec. 18.1-602.07. Reduction of amount of off-street parking required
(a) In lieu of compliance with the regular parking regulations contained in this section, property owners
may submit a parking master plan for approval as a special use permit.
(b) The parking master plan shall be prepared by a qualified professional traffic consultant and, in
addition to the normal special use permit criteria, shall address the following:

(1) Anticipated average and peak demand and how this is addressed by the parking master plan.

(2) Location of existing and proposed parking lots.

(3) Location of existing and proposed on-street parking.

(4) Pedestrian circulation.

(5) Mass transit facilities provided.

The town council may, at its discretion and at the applicant’ s expense, employ a qualified
professional traffic consultant to evaluate the parking master plan, and to make recommendations as to
what, if any, modifications should be made to the plan.

(c) The parking plan shall include an area map at a scale of not less than one inch equals 100 feet,
showing the location of:

(1) Major traffic generators.

(2) Existing and proposed parking lots, including number and size of spaces and any existing or

proposed limitation on use of the parking lots.

(3) Existing and proposed on-street parking.

(4) Pedestrian circulation system.

(5) Mass transit circulation system.

(6) Geographic area to be served by the parking master plan.

(d) The parking master plan shall include a written description of all uses to be served by the plan, a
table listing the floor areas devoted to the various types of uses, and a comparison of the parking
plan with the parking normally required by this article.
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(e) The master parking plan, when approved, shall be valid only for the types of uses specifically listed
in the approved plan. Any changes in types of uses, or modification of parking provided, shall
require an amendment of the special use permit. However, minor changes may be approved by the
zoning administrator or, at his option, referred to the planning commission for consideration at a
regular meeting without a public hearing. A change shall be considered minor if it:

(1) Does not change the general character of the approved master parking plan.

(2) Does not reduce the number of parking spaces provided.

(3) Does not increase the floor areas devoted to the various types of uses as specified in the
approved master parking plan.

(4) Does not adversely affect the development or use of adjacent properties and surrounding
neighborhoods.

Sec. 18.1-602.08. Parking requirements in the Central Business District

(a) Consistent with the purpose of the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance, the Town Council and
Planning Commission desire to preserve and enhance downtown Amherst. As such, the role of
downtown Amherst as a desired location for community activities and local businesses will be
encouraged.

(b) To encourage the use of older buildings in the downtown area, no off-street parking will be required
in the case of a change in use of a building that is more than 30 years old and in the Central
Business District. However, this relief shall not apply when calculating the parking required for any

new building footprint.
(Amended February 18, 2014)

Sec. 18.1-603. Off-street loading and unloading space.
Off-street loading and unloading spaces shall be provided as hereinafter required by this ordinance.
(a) Spaces designated for off-street loading shall not be counted toward the required number of off-
street parking spaces.
(b) Off-street loading spaces shall be located so that there is sufficient room for the turning and
maneuvering of vehicles using said spaces.
(c) Access to off-street loading spaces shall not be across required off-street parking spaces.

Sec. 18.1-603.01

Size of off-street loading spaces. Each off-street loading space shall have minimum dimensions
of fourteen (14) feet in height, twelve (12) feet in width, and fifty (50) feet in length. However, upon
sufficient demonstration that a particular loading space will be used exclusively by shorter trucks, the
zoning administrator may reduce the minimum length accordingly to as little as twenty-five (25) feet.

Sec. 18.1-603.02

Connection to street or alley. Each required off-street loading space shall have direct access to a
street or alley or have a driveway which offers satisfactory ingress and egress for trucks and which shall
meet the requirements of Section 33.1-198 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, and the Minimum
Standards of Entrances to State Highways and be approved by the resident engineer prior to the final
approval of the site plan.

Sec. 18.1-603.03

Floor area over ten thousand (10,000) square feet. There shall be provided for each hospital,
hotel, commercial, or industrial building, or similar use requiring the receipt or distribution of materials or
merchandise, and having a floor area of more than ten thousand (10,000) square feet, at least one off-
street loading space for each twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet of floor space or fraction thereof,
but not less than two. Such space shall be so located as not to hinder the free movement of pedestrians
and vehicles over a sidewalk, street or alley.

18.1-36.28



AMHERST TOWN CODE

Sec. 18.1-603.04

Floor area less than ten thousand (10,000) square feet. There shall be provided for each hospital,
hotel, commercial, or industrial building requiring receipt or distribution of materials or merchandise and
having a floor area of less than ten thousand (10,000) square feet sufficient off-street loading space (not
necessarily a full space if shared by an adjacent establishment) so located as not to hinder the free
movement of pedestrians and vehicles over a sidewalk, street or alley.

Sec. 18.1-603.05
Bus and truck terminals. There shall be provided sufficient space to accommodate the maximum
number of buses or trucks to be stored or to be loaded at the terminal at any one time.

Sec. 18.1-603.06

Location of off-street loading spaces. All required off-street loading spaces shall be located on
the same lot as the building which they are intended to serve, or on an adjacent lot when shared with the
use occupying an adjacent lot.

Sec. 18.1-603.07

Permanent reservation. Area reserved for off-street loading in accordance with the requirements
of this article shall not be reduced in area or changed to any other use unless the use which is served is
discontinued or modified, except where equivalent loading space is provided and is approved by the
zoning administrator.

Sec. 18.1-604. Control of vision clearance.

No shrubs, plants, hedges, fence, wall marquee, or other obstruction, except vehicles lawfully
parked, located on the real estate owned by any landowner or occupied by any tenant, shall obscure the
vision of operators of motor vehicles utilizing an intersection. None of the above obstructions, obscuring
vision, shall exceed two and one-half (2 1/2) feet in height above the extended plane of the nearest edge
of the hard surface or gravel surface, of the street or road nearest to the obstruction at the intersection of a
street, road, or railroad line.

Sec. 18.1-605. Minimum distance between buildings.

The minimum distance between buildings shall be as required by the Uniform Statewide Building
Code.
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ARTICLE VII. USE REQUIREMENTS BY ZONING DISTRICTS

Sec. 18.1-701 Table of zones and uses

Table 7.1 contains the list of uses permitted and special uses for each zoning district and shall be
considered a part of this Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance. Uses permitted are noted with the letter “P”
in each district’s column for each permitted use’s row. Special uses are noted with the letter “S” in each
district’s column for each special use’s row. The intersection of a district column and use class row with
neither a “P” nor “S” indicates a use that is not allowed in that district. The procedures for zoning
certificate approval for permitted uses and special uses are outlined in Section 1003 herein.

Sec. 18.1-702. Agricultural District A-1

Sec. 18.1-702.01 Intent of Agricultural Zoning District A-1.

This district is designed to accommodate farming, forestry, and limited residential use. While it is
recognized that certain desirable rural areas may logically be expected to develop residentially, it is the
intent, however, to discourage the random scattering of residential, commercial or industrial uses in this
district.

Sec. 18.1-702.02 Permitted uses.
Within this district, uses permitted are designated by a “P” in the column for this district in the
row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-702.03 Special uses.
Within this district, special uses (which may be permitted under the process described herein) are
designated by an “S” in the column for this district in the row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-703. Limited Residential District R-1

Sec. 18.1-703.01 Intent of Limited Residential District R-1.

This district is composed of certain quiet, low-density residential areas plus certain open areas
where similar residential development appears likely to occur. The regulations for this district are
designed to stabilize and protect the essential characteristics of the district, to promote and encourage a
suitable environment for family life where there are children, and to prohibit activities of a commercial
nature. To these ends, development is limited to relatively low concentration and permitted uses are
limited basically to single unit dwellings providing homes for the residents plus certain additional uses
that serve the residents of the district.

Sec. 18.1-703.02 Permitted uses.
Within this district, uses permitted are designated by a “P” in the column for this district in the
row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-703.03 Special uses.
Within this district, special uses (which may be permitted under the process described herein) are
designated by an “S” in the column for this district in the row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-704. General Residential District R-2.
Sec. 18.1-704.01 Intent of General Residential District R-2.
This district is composed of certain quiet, medium density residential areas plus certain open

areas where similar residential development appears likely to occur and where public water and/or sewer
service is available. The regulations for this district are designed to stabilize and protect the essential
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characteristics of the district, to promote and encourage a suitable environment for family life and to
prohibit most activities of a commercial nature. To these ends, development is limited to concentrations
of medium density single and two-family dwellings.

Sec. 18.1-704.02 Permitted uses.
Within this district, uses permitted are designated by a “P” in the column for this district in the
row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-704.03 Special uses.
Within this district, special uses (which may be permitted under the process described herein) are
designated by an “S” in the column for this district in the row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec.18.1-704.1 Transitional Use Zone District T-1

Sec. 18.1-704.1.01 Intent of Transitional Use Zone District T -1.

This district covers that part of the town intended for the installation of uses that will allow for the
creation of small local businesses that will expand the Town’s employment base and improve the Town’s
general economic situation while providing protection to existing residential areas . Uses allowed are
characterized as being those which a resident would not mind having adjacent to his or her dwelling and
have no more traffic than that normal for a residential area. Allowed uses may involve intermittent heavy
trucking for the delivery of retail or wholesale goods, or by very limited nuisance factors such as smoke,
odor, fumes, noise, light, traffic, including incidental light and noise due to the congregation of people
and vehicles. It is envisioned that this district will specify certain areas of the Town that have been
residential but will be converted to commercial use over time.

Sec. 18.1-704.1.02 Permitted uses.
Within this district, uses permitted are designated by a “P” in the column for this district in the
row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-704.1.03 Special uses.
Within this district, special uses (which may be permitted under the process described herein) are
designated by an “S” in the column for this district in the row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-705. High Density Residential District R-3

Sec. 18.1-705.01 Intent of High Density Residential District R-3.

This district is composed of high density residential areas plus certain open areas where similar
development appears likely to occur and where public water and/or sewer service is available or likely to
be extended. The regulations for this district are designed to stabilize and protect the essential
characteristics of the district, promote and encourage a suitable environment for family life, allow orderly
arrangement of multi-family structures and certain congregational organizations, and services. It prohibits
most activities of a commercial nature not related to residential dwellings. To these ends, development is
limited to concentration of high density single, two-family and multiple family dwellings.

Sec. 18.1-705.02 Permitted Uses.
Within this district, uses permitted are designated by a “P” in the column for this district in the
row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-705.03 Special uses.

Within this district, special uses (which may be permitted under the process described herein) are
designated by an “S” in the column for this district in the row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.
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Sec. 18.1-705.1 Manufactured Home District R-4

Sec. 18.1-705.1.01 Intent of Manufactured Home District R-4.

This district is composed of high density residential areas plus certain open areas where similar
development appears likely to occur and where public water and/or sewer service is available or likely to
be extended. The regulations for this district are designed to stabilize and protect the essential
characteristics of the district, promote and encourage a suitable environment for family life, allow orderly
arrangement of residential structures, certain congregational organizations, manufactured home parks and
services. It prohibits most activities of a commercial nature not related to residential dwellings. To these
ends, development is limited to concentration of high density single and two-family as well as
manufactured home parks.

Sec. 18.1-705.1.02 Permitted uses.
Within this district, uses permitted are designated by a “P” in the column for this district in the
row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-705.1.03 Special uses.
Within this district, special uses (which may be permitted under the process described herein) are
designated by an “S” in the column for this district in the row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-706. Light Commercial District B-1

Sec. 18.1-706.01 Intent of Light Commercial District B-1.

The primary purpose of this district is to establish and protect a limited business district that will
serve the surrounding residential districts. Traffic and parking congestion is to be held to a minimum to
protect and preserve property values in the surrounding residential districts and, insofar as possible, all
neighborhood business development shall be placed in a light commercial district.

Sec. 18.1-706.02 Permitted uses.
Within this district, uses permitted are designated by a “P” in the column for this district in the
row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-706.03 Special uses.
Within this district, special uses (which may be permitted under the process described herein) are
designated by an “S” in the column for this district in the row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-706.1. Central Business District CBD

Sec. 18.1-706.1.01 Intent of Central Business District CBD.

This district covers those areas of the town intended for the conduct of general business to which
the public requires direct and frequent access, but which is not characterized either by constant heavy
trucking other than stocking and delivery of retail goods, or by limited nuisance factors including
incidental light and noise of congregation of people and passenger vehicles.

Sec. 18.1-706.1.02 Permitted uses.

Within this district, uses permitted are designated by a “P” in the column for this district in the
row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.
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Sec. 18.1-706.1.03 Special uses.
Within this district, special uses (which may be permitted under the process described herein) are
designated by an “S” in the column for this district in the row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-707. General Commercial District B-2

Sec. 18.1-707.01 Intent of General Commercial District B-2.

This district covers those areas of the town intended for the conduct of general business to which
the public requires direct and frequent access, but which is not characterized either by constant heavy
trucking other than stocking and delivery of retail goods, or by limited nuisance factors including
incidental light and noise of congregation of people and passenger vehicles.

Sec. 18.1-707.02 Permitted uses.
Within this district, uses permitted are designated by a “P” in the column for this district in the
row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-707.03 Special uses.
Within this district, special uses (which may be permitted under the process described herein) are
designated by an “S” in the column for this district in the row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec.18.1-707.1 Business Park District E-1

Sec. 18.1-707.1.01 Intent of Business Park District E-1.

This district covers that part of the town intended for the installation of uses that will improve and
expand the Town’s employment base and improve the Town’s general economic situation. Uses allowed
are characterized as being those which the public does not require direct and frequent access, but may see
constant heavy trucking involving raw or finished materials, stocking and delivery of retail or wholesale
goods, or by very limited nuisance factors such as smoke, odor, fumes, noise, light, traffic, including
incidental light and noise due to the congregation of people and vehicles.

Sec. 18.1-707.1.02 Permitted uses.

Within the Business Park District E-1,

a. Class | Uses shall be permitted throughout the district provided all other restrictions
contained in the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance are met.

b. Class Il Uses shall be permitted throughout the district provided all other restrictions
contained in the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance are met and no building containing a
Class Il Use is located within 1,000 feet of a major road. For the purpose of this ordinance,
major road shall include U.S. Route 60, U.S. Route 29 Business or U.S. Route 29 Bypass.

c. Class Il Uses are specifically prohibited.

Class | Uses

1. Accessory uses as provided in Section 18.1-901 herein.

2. Automotive repair garage, mechanical and body, provided all operations are conducted in a
building which shall not have any opening other than a stationary window within 100 feet of
a residential district and which shall not store or otherwise maintain any parts or waste
material outside such building.

Bakeries.

Banks and savings and loan institutions.

Building materials dealer, not including handling of bulk materials such as sand and gravel
located outside a building.

gk w
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Cabinet making shops.
Catering establishments.
Churches.

Clinics and medical offices.

. Cold storage plants and frozen food lockers not including lard rendering and abattoirs.
. Contractor facilities for the fabrication, installation and servicing of the following: air

conditioning, electrical service, telephony and wireless communication systems, flooring,
heating, interior decorating, painting, plumbing, roofing, tiling, or ventilating with all
material and equipment stored entirely in buildings enclosed on all sides. Accessory storage
yards for contractor facilities shall be allowed provided that they are adequately screened
from public view.

Day care centers.

Feed and seed stores.

Frozen food processors.

Garages, private and public.

Government buildings used exclusively by the county, municipal, state or federal government
for public service, including libraries.

Hospitals, nursing homes and retirement centers.

Laboratories, pharmaceutical or medical.

Machinery sales and services conducted within a building.

Manufacturing, processing or fabricating, distributing, or packaging of products (including
machine shops without punch presses) provided all operations are conducted in a building;
parts or waste material shall not be stored or otherwise maintained outside any such building;
and operations shall not create smoke, fumes, noise, odor or dust detrimental to health, safety
or general welfare of the community.

Motels, motor hotels and motor inns.

Pest exterminating businesses.

Post offices.

Printing plants and newspaper offices.

Professional office buildings.

Public utilities; poles, lines, transformers, pipes, meters, and/or other facilities necessary for
the provision and maintenance of public utilities; provided that electric service lines within
1,500* from a primary road shall be underground and that provided that only one line of
utility poles shall be allowed on any street.

Radio and TV offices and studios.

(Deleted)

(Deleted)

Restaurants.

Sign manufacturing.

Signs as permitted herein.

Wineries, vineyards and microbreweries.

Class 1 Uses

1.

Any manufacturing or industrial use which is not specifically prohibited by this section or
prohibited under any performance specification contained in the Zoning and Subdivision
Ordinance or deed restrictions. Allowable Light Industrial Uses meeting all applicable
performance standards shall include but not be limited to the manufacturing of:

a. Adhesive products.
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Air conditioning, refrigerated equipment.
Apparel and accessories, hosiery and lingerie.
Automatic temperature controls.

Automobile and truck parts.

Bakery goods.

Battery.

Blankbooks, looseleaf binders and devices.
Box.

Broom and brush.

Business machines, typewriters, adding machines, calculators, card punching or
counting equipment.

Camera and photographic equipment.
Cameras and other photographic equipment.
Candy.

Canvas products.

Ceramic products.

Chemical apparatus.

Communication equipment.

Computer.

Confection.

Cosmetics and toiletries.

Costume jewelry, costume novelties, buttons and miscellaneous notions (except
precious metals).

w. Curtains and draperies.

X. Cutlery, hand tools and general hardware.

y

V4
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Dental equipment and supplies.
Drugs.
aa. Electrical appliance, components and instrument.
bb. Electrical equipment
cC. Electrical lighting and wiring equipment.
dd. Electrical transmission and distribution equipment.
ee. Electronic components and instruments.
ff. Engineering, laboratory and scientific and research instruments, equipment.
gg. Envelope.
hh. Extracts, food and flavor.
ii. Fence.
il Food products other than fish, sauerkraut, vinegar, or yeast, or the refining or
rendering of fats or oils.
Kkk. Furniture and fixtures.
Il Glass products.
mm.  Greeting card.

nn. Hardware and tools.

00. Hats, caps and millinery.

pp. Ice cream.

qqg. Ice, natural and dry.

. Ink products.

SS. Instruments, professional, scientific and controlling.

18.1-43.28



AMHERST TOWN CODE

tt. Insulating material.

uu. Jewelry, silverware and flatware.

V. Laboratory apparatus.

WW. Lace goods.

XX. Leather products (manufacturing, not to include tanning).

Vy. Luggage (manufacturing, not to include tanning).

ZZ. Machine tools, light.

aaa. Machinery and machines, household and office.

bbb.  Medical instruments and equipment.

CccC. Metal products and machinery, medium and light.

ddd.  Modular and mobile homes.

eee. Motorcycles.

fff. Musical instruments and parts.

099.  Novelty products.

hhh.  Office, computing and accounting machines.

iii. Ophthalmic goods.

- Optical instruments and lenses.

kkk.  Orthopedic, medical, prosthetic and surgical supplies.

. Perfumes.

mmm. Pharmaceutical.

nnn. Photographic equipment and supplies.

000.  Photography film.

ppp.  Polish.

gqg.  Porcelain enamel products.

rrr. Pottery and chinaware.

SSS. Professional, scientific and controlling instruments; photographic and optical goods,
watches and clocks, clockwork operated devices and parts.

ttt. Radio and television sets.

uuu. Rope, fibrous.

VVV. Rugs.

Www.  Shoe.

XXX. Signs and advertising displays.

yyy.  Silverware and plated ware.

271. Silverware, plate and sterling.

aaaa.  Spices.

bbbb.  Sporting and athletic goods.

cccc.  Starch.

dddd. Textile mills products.

eeee.  Tobacco products.

ffff. Toiletries.

gggg. Toys and games.

hhhh.  Twine, fibrous.

iii. Umbrellas, parasols and canes.

1118 Wax and wax products.

kkkk.  Wearing apparel.

111, Window blinds, shades and awnings.

mmmm.Wire.
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nnnn.  Wood products.

Blueprinting and photostating establishments.
Bookbinding.

Books, publishing and printing.

Bottling and beverage works.

Bus and other transit stations.

Carpentry and cabinet making shops.
Catering establishments.

Coffee and peanut roasting.

. Commercial greenhouses.

. Communications systems service and wholesale.

. Computer centers.

. Contractor and construction shops and yards.

. Contractor facilities and storage yards and establishments for installation and servicing

products with outside storage.

Dairies and/or pasteurizing plants.

Data processing service.

Dental laboratory services.

Depositories for the storage of office records, microfilm or computer tapes.

Die casting.

Distribution center.

Dyeing establishments.

Electrical equipment fabrication.

Electrical testing laboratories.

Electronic components and instruments fabrication.

Electroplating.

Emergency services.

Feed and seed stores.

Food wholesale.

Frozen food lockers and ice manufacturing.

Frozen food processors.

Laboratories (research and testing).

Laboratories, pharmaceutical or medical.

Latex (fabrication, not including paint).

Laundry plants.

Linen supply establishments.

Lithographing.

Machine shops.

Manufacturing, processing, fabricating, assembling, distributing or packaging of products
including, but not limited to: business equipment, die-cut paperboard and cardboard; glass
products made of purchased glass; electrical lighting and wiring equipment; dairy products;
baked and confectioners goods; fruit and vegetable processing, canning and storage;
electronic components; professional, scientific, engineering; laboratory, or research
instruments; electronic computing instruments; iron and steel, musical instruments; toys;
rubber and metal stamps; photographic equipment; drugs; fire extinguisher; sporting and
athletic goods, lithographic and printing processes; radio and television receiving sets;
appliances; watches; clocks; and optical goods.

Metal finishing.
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Metal products and machinery, medium and light fabrication.

Milk and dairy products (processing and distribution).

Monument works and statuary (production).

Motor freight terminals.

Motorcycles fabrication.

Moving and storage establishments.

Newspapers, publishing and printing.

Office, general, directly related to industrial activities.

Off-street parking garages and lots incidental to industrial activities.

Oil and gas exploration, extraction and production, provided the provisions of Sections 45.1-
106 through 45.1 144 (45.1-286 through 45.1-361), Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, and
the oil and gas rules and regulations promulgated by the Virginia Department of Labor and
Industry are adhered to.

Packaging and paper products manufacturing from previously prepared materials.
Photoengraving.

Photography film processing.

Plastics (fabrication).

Porcelain enamel products fabrication.

Printing and publishing.

Printing establishments.

Public utilities; poles, lines, transformers, pipes, meters and related or similar facilities;
public water and sewer filtration lines, treatment facilities, and pumping facilities, electrical
power transmission lines and substations; oil and gas transmission pipelines and pumping
station microwave transmission and relay towers and substations; unmanned telephone
exchange centers and similar such facilities.

Radio and television studios and stations, provided that studios produce no exterior
electromagnetic effect and are soundproofed from adjoining properties.

(Deleted)

(Deleted)

Research, development and testing laboratories.

Retail/wholesale display rooms for sales at industrial establishments of products
manufactured on site and other products of the corporation provided the display does not
exceed fifteen (15) percent of the total floor area.

Rubber fabrication.

Sale of products produced on the premises.

Sign manufacturing.

Signs as provided in Section 907 herein.

Silverware, plate and sterling fabrication.

Soft drink and bottling plants.

Spices processing.

Static transformer stations, transmission lines, gas and water mains, conduits for the
transmission of electric energy including telephone, telegraph, and noncommercial radio and
television poles and appurtenances thereto.

Wireless communication facilities, including radio and TV transmitters and transmission
towers, subject to Section 18.1-914 of the Town Code.

Telephone exchanges.

Textile mills products fabrication.

Tool, die or pattern making shops.
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Transportation terminals and facilities.

Truck painting and body repair shops.

Warehousing and storage, except sandyards, gravel yards, coal yards, railroad yards,
automobile wrecking yards, junkyards, or the storage of combustibles prohibited by the fire
code.

Warehousing operations.

Welding and blacksmith shops.

Welding, blacksmith, or machine shops, excluding punch presses.

Wholesale and jobbing establishments.

Wholesale display rooms within industrial establishments.

Wholesale establishments with a building area of five thousand (5,000) square feet or more.
A portion of the establishment may be used for retail display area, provided the retail sales (a)
do not exceed fifteen (15) percent of the total building area, and (b) are not used for second
hand (consignment) merchandise or auction centers and do not require outdoor storage such
as lumber yards, wholesale warehouses for the sale of motor vehicles, farm, or heavy
construction equipment.

Wool processing.

Yards for storage and/or sale of coal, lumber, building materials, or contracting equipment.
Other uses determined by the Town Council to be of similar character to and compatible with
the above uses.

Class 11 Uses

1.

2.

Residential uses such as single family dwellings, manufactured homes and manufactured
home parks, duplexes, multifamily and apartment dwellings, and townhouses.

Abattoir or slaughterhouse, except for poultry which is incidental to a commercial use
permitted by this ordinance.

Acetylene gas manufacture on a commercial scale.

Acid manufacture, such as sulphurous, sulphuric, nitric, picric, hydrochloric or other
corrosive or offensive acid manufacture, or their use or storage, except on a limited scale as
accessory to a permitted industry.

Armories.

Asphalt roofing, tar roofing or waterproofing manufacture.

Automobile and truck rental.

(Deleted)

Bleaching powder, ammonia or chlorine manufacture.

. Celluloid or pyroxylene manufacture or processing; the manufacture of explosive or highly

inflammable cellulose products.

. Coal tar manufacture or tar distillation.

. Cork products manufacturing outside an enclosed structure.

. Creosote manufacture or creosote treatment.

. Distillation of bones.

. Fat rendering.

. Fertilizer manufacture or the compounding of fertilizers on a commercial scale.

. Fireworks or explosives manufacture, nitrating process, the loading of explosives or their

storage in bulk.

. Fish smoking or curing or processes involving recovery from fish or animal offal.
. Fuel storage yards.
. Gas manufacture, or gas storage in quantity exceeding five hundred thousand (500,000) cubic

feet within one hundred (100) feet of any lot line; or in quantity exceeding two hundred (200)
cubic feet if the pressure is greater than one hundred (100) pounds per square inch.
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21. Glue or size manufacture.

22. Horn processing.

23. Lime, gypsum, plaster or plaster of paris manufacture.

24. Lumberyards and sawmills.

25. Match manufacturing.

26. Motor freight terminals, except when in direct support of a permitted manufacturer or
distributor.

27. Petroleum manufacturing.

28. Potash manufacture.

29. Retail uses, unless specifically listed under Class | Uses.

30. Rope, fibrous manufacturing outside an enclosed structure.

31. Rubber products manufacturing.

32. Solid waste management facilities.

33. Soda, soda ash, caustic soda manufacture.

34. Starch, glucose and dextrine manufacture.

35. Turpentine, varnish or shellac manufacture.

36. Any other use or purpose which produces or may produce smoke, fumes, noise, odors, dust or
particulates that could travel onto, over, or across any property line and which would be
detrimental to the health, safety and general welfare of the community and tenants of
adjoining or adjacent property.

Sec. 18.1-707.1.03 Screening and landscaping.

An industrial use shall be permanently screened from all adjoining residential districts by a wall,
fence, evergreen hedge and/or other suitable enclosure of minimum height of seven (7) feet at the original
elevation of the property line.

Sec. 18.1-708. Industrial District M-1

Sec. 18.1-708.01 Intent of Industrial District M-1.

This district is designed to encourage the development of manufacturing and wholesale business
establishments which do not produce high levels of smoke, smell, noise, light, dust and other nuisances;
operate primarily within enclosed structures and do not deal with large volumes of customers on a
continuous basis throughout the day.

Sec. 18.1-708.02 Permitted uses.
Within this district, uses permitted are designated by a “P” in the column for this district in the
row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-708.03 Special uses.
Within this district, special uses (which may be permitted under the process described herein) are
designated by an “S” in the column for this district in the row for the specific use described in Table 7.1.

Sec. 18.1-708.04 Screening and landscaping.

An industrial use shall be permanently screened from adjoining residential district by a wall,
fence, evergreen hedge and/or other suitable enclosure of minimum height of seven (7) feet at the original
elevation of the property line.
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TABLE 7.1

|E-1 |M-1 |Descrigti0n of Use

Accessory buildings and uses as provided in Section 901 herein.

Agricultural activities, including the raising of crops and animals, provided that agricultural use shall not be objectionable by
reason of odor, dust, noise, pollution, erosion or drainage.

Antenna and equipment buildings associated with existing wireless telecommunication facilities as provided in Section 914
herein.

Cemeteries.

Church accessory uses involving 2,000 SF or more of building area, including day care centers, indoor recreation or
fellowship halls, and schools.

Confined livestock facilities as provided in Section 916 herein.

Home occupation in an accessory building to the main dwelling unit as provided in Section 905 herein.

Home occupations within a dwelling unit as provided in Section 905 herein.

Public utilities: poles, lines, transformers, pipes, meters, and/or other facilities necessary for the provision and maintenance
of public utilities; provided that electric service lines from the street property line to any residence or other permitted use
shall be underground. Provided that only one line of poles will be allowed on any street.

Signs as provided in Section 908 herein.

Temporary uses including, but not limited to, sale of Christmas trees, tents for revivals, carnivals, but such use not
permitted for a period to exceed four (4) months in any calendar year.

Apartments in an existing single family dwelling.

Bed and Breakfast lodging, provided that the owner and family must occupy the residence and own the business, the
single-family dwelling appearance be maintained, and adequate off-street parking is provided to the rear of the front
setback of the dwelling.

Churches, manses, parish houses and adjacent cemeteries.

Garages, private.

Individual manufactured or modular homes nineteen (19) feet or greater in width placed on continuous masonry
foundations.

Manufactured home parks, as provided in Section 913 herein.

Multi-family dwellings with an aggregate of three (3) or more units as specified in Section 906 herein.

Planned unit developments, as provided in Section 917 herein.

Single-family dwellings, except for mobile homes and manufactured homes.

Single family, two family and multifamily dwellings within a building that contains a business, provided that no dwelling shall
be on the sidewalk-level floor of the front of the building.

Townhouses, as provided in Section 912 herein, and condominiums.

Townhouses, as provided in Section 912 herein, with no more than four townhouses within any one development.
Two-family dwelling units and semi-detached dwellings.

(Amended June 10, 2013)
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|E-1 |M-1 |Descrigti0n of Use

Adult entertainment establishments.

Antique and gift shops.

Arenas, auditoriums or stadiums.

Automobile laundry or car wash, provided that a paved area shall be located on the same lot for the storage of vehicles
awaiting entrance to the washing process.

Automobile service stations as provided in Section 902 herein.

Automobile, motor home, travel trailer, and mobile home sales (new and used) which need not be enclosed, but any
mechanical or body repair must be conducted entirely within a structure which shall not have any opening, other than a
stationary window, within 100 feet of a residential district and provided further that all vehicles on a used car sales lot must be
in operating condition at all times.

Automotive repair garage, mechanical and body, provided all operations are conducted in a building which shall not have any
opening other than a stationary window within 100 feet of a residential district and which shall not store or otherwise maintain
any parts or waste material outside such building.

Bakeries employing not more than ten (10) persons other than clerks and vehicle drivers.

Banks and savings and loan institutions.

Bowling alleys, roller skating and ice skating rinks, billiard parlors, pool rooms, dance halls, game rooms, pinball parlors,
electronic game centers, golf driving ranges, and similar forms of amusement.

Building materials dealer, not including handling of bulk materials such as sand and gravel.

Building materials dealer.

Catering establishments.

Clinics and medical offices.

Convenience stores; In the event that gasoline or fuel is sold together with any other uses allowed in this district there must
be compliance with Section 9 of this ordinance.

Day care centers.

Drug stores and other establishment for the filling of prescriptions and sale of pharmaceutical and similar supplies.
Emergency services.

Agricultural, farm and lawn machinery display, sales and services, provided that all inoperable machinery must not be visible
from any public right of way.

Feed and seed stores.

Funeral homes.

Furniture stores.

Garages, private and public.

Golf driving ranges.

Grocery stores.

Hardware stores.

Kennels.

Laboratories, pharmaceutical or medical.

Machinery sales and services.

Motels, motor hotels and motor inns.

Newsstands.

Nonmotorized bicycle (motorcross) racing facilities.

Outdoor theaters, provided the face of the screen is not visible from any arterial or collector streets located within 2,000 feet
of such screen.

Pest exterminating businesses.
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Printing plants and newspaper offices.
Radio and TV offices and studios.

Retail and wholesale greenhouses and nurseries.

Retail nurseries with greenhouses.

Retail sales and services not specifically delineated herein, provided all items offered for sale are either

screened from view or under roof.

Retail service stores such as bakeries, barber shops, beauty parlors, shoe shops, self-service laundries, and establishments
for receiving and distributing articles for laundering, drying and dry cleaning.

Sale of products produced on the premises.

Satellite dish antenna sales and service establishments.
Self-service mini-storage and warehouse facilities.
Shopping centers as provided in Section 909 herein.

Videotape sales and rental establishments.

Wireless telecommunication facilities as provided in Section 914 herein.

Clubs and lodges, fraternal, civic and patriotic.

Government office buildings, including buildings occupied any local, regional, state or federal agency including courthouses.

Public and private schools and accompanying dormitories and facilities.

Public parks and playgrounds provided recreational facilities shall not be less than two hundred fifty (250 feet from any

Social, civic, patriotic and recreational clubs, lodges and fraternal orders.

Al [R1 |R2 |T-1 |R3 |R4 |B-1 |CBD |B-2 E-1 |M-1 |Description of Use
P P
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|E-1 |M-1 |Descri9tion of Use

Carpentry and cabinet making shops.

Cold storage plants and frozen food lockers not including lard rendering and abattoirs.

Contractor facilities and storage yards and establishments for installation and servicing products with outside storage of
materials and machinery.

Contractor facilities not involving outside storage of materials and machinery.

Dry cleaning plants.

Frozen food processors, lockers and ice manufacturing.

Light manufacturing, processing or packaging of products (including machine shops without punch presses) provided all
operations are conducted in a building which shall not have any opening other than a stationary window within 100 feet of a
residential, agricultural or conservation district; shall not store or otherwise maintain any parts or waste material outside such
building; and shall not create conditions of smoke, fumes, noise, odor or dust detrimental to health, safety or general welfare
of the community; and shall be permanently screened from adjoining residential lots and districts by a wall, fence, evergreen
hedge and/or other suitable enclosure of a minimum height of seven(7) feet at the original elevation of the property line.
Manufacturing, processing, fabricating, assembling, distributing or packaging of products including, but not limited to:
business equipment, die-cut paperboard and cardboard; glass products made of purchased glass; electrical lighting and
wiring equipment; dairy products; baked and confectioners goods; fruit and vegetable processing, canning and storage;
electronic components; professional, scientific, engineering; laboratory, or research instruments; electronic computing
instruments; iron and steel, musical instruments; toys; rubber and metal stamps; photographic equipment; drugs; fire
extinguisher; sporting and athletic goods, lithographic and printing processes; radio and television receiving sets; appliances;
watches; clocks; and optical goods.

Moving and storage establishments.

Oil and gas exploration, extraction and production, provided the provisions of Sections 45.1-106 through 45.1-144 (45.1-286
through 45.1-361) Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, and the oil and gas rules and regulations promulgated by the Virginia
Department of Labor and Industry are adhered to.

Packing and distribution plants for horticultural products, provided such plants are incidental to agricultural operation of the
property on which such plants are located.

Printing establishments.

Processing and sale of milk and milk products, both wholesale or retail.

Radio and TV transmission towers (provided the tower is so located that its minimum distance from any lot line shall equal

the maximum height of the tower above ground level).

Radio and TV transmitters.

Shopping centers as provided in Section 909 herein.

Sign manufacturing.

Soft drink and bottling plants.

Tire recapping, provided all operations are conducted in a building which shall not have any opening other than a stationary
window within 100 feet of a residential district and which shall not store or otherwise maintain any parts or waste material
outside such building.

Transportation terminals and facilities.

Truck stops as provided in Section 903 herein.

Warehousing operations.

Welding, blacksmith, or machine shops, excluding punch presses.

Wholesale and jobbing establishments.

Yards for storage and/or sale of coal, petroleum products, or flammable gases, .

Yards for storage and/or sale of lumber, building materials, or contracting equipment.

Uses listed in Section 18.1-707.02 of this ordinance.
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ARTICLE VIII. OTHER REQUIREMENTS OF ZONING DISTRICTS

Sec. 18.1-801. Minimum lot area and lot width.
Minimum Lot Area (sq. ft.) Minimum Lot Width (ft)
Water Interior

District | Public Utilities Water & Sewer Only None Lot Corner Lot

A-1 Single Family 217,800 | 217,800 | 217,800 200 250
SemiDetached |
Two Family
Multifamily
Manufactured Home 217,800 | 217,800 | 217,800

R-1 Single Family 15,000
SemiDetached
Two Family
Multifamily
Manufactured Home

R-2 Single Family 10,000 15,000 | 43,560 80 100
SemiDetached 6,000 11,500 | 43,560 50 50
Two Family
Multifamily
Manufactured Home

T-1 Single Family 10,000 15,000 | 43,560 80 100
SemiDetached 6,000 11,500 | 43,560 50 50
Two Family
Multifamily

Manufactured Home

Properties in the
defined Traffic
Impact Overlay
District

440’ when the posted
speed limit is over 45
mph; 245 when the
posted speed limit is 45

mph or less

R-3 Single Family 7,500 15,000 | 43,560 75 100
SemiDetached 6,000 11,500 | 43,560 50 50
Two Family 9,500 80 100
Multifamily 16,000 + 4,000 per 100 120

each unit over 2

Manufactured Home

R-4 Single Family 10,000 15,000 | 43,560 80 100
SemiDetached 6,000 11,500 | 43,560 50 50
Two Family 12,000 100
Multifamily
Manufactured Home 10,000 15,000 | 43,560 80 100

B-1 Single Family 7,500 15,000 | 43,560 75 100
SemiDetached 6,000 11,500 | 43,560 50 50
Two Family 9,500 20,000 | 43,560 80 100
Multifamily 16,000 + 4,000 per [ GGG 100 120
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each unit over 2
Manufactured Home 7,500 15,000 | 43,560 75 100
CBD Single Family 7,500 15,000 | 43,560 75 100
SemiDetached 6,000 11,500 | 43,560 50 50
CBD  "Two Family 9,500 | 20,000 | 43,560 80 100
Multifamily 16,000 + 4,000 per 100 120
each unit over 2
Manufactured Home 7,500 15,000 | 43,560 75 100
B-2 Single Family 7,500 15,000 | 43,560 75 100
SemiDetached 6,000 11,500 | 43,560 50 50
Two Family 9,500 80 100
Multifamily 16,000 + 4,000 per 100 120
each unit over 2
Manufactured Home 7,500 75 100
Properties in the 440’ when the posted
defined Traffic speed limit is over 45
Impact Overlay mph, 245’ when the
District posted speed limit is 45
mph or less.

In the measurement of lot width, the front shall be deemed to be the shorter of the two sides of a
corner lot facing streets.

Note: Lot area and width requirements for townhouses are located in Section 18.1-912. The E1 and M1
districts do not allow residential development.

Area requirements in this section are subject to the approval of the health department, and in
special circumstances larger lot areas may be required by the health department.

(Amended June 11, 2008)

Sec. 18.1-802. Maximum lot coverage.
Sec. 18.1-802.00 Agricultural Uses.
The maximum lot coverage for agricultural uses shall adhere to the following requirements.
District Maximum Lot Coverage (Percent)
A-1 Agricultural 25
Sec. 18.1-802.01 Residential uses.
The maximum lot coverage for residential uses shall adhere to the following requirements
District Maximum Lot Coverage (Percent)
R-1 Limited Residential 25
R-2 General Residential: Single & Two Family 35
T-1 Transitional Use Zone 35
R-3 Multi-Family 40
R-4 Manufactured Home 40

Does not apply to Lots of Record as described in Section 601.01 herein.
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Sec. 18.1-802.02 Commercial, industrial and other uses.

There is no maximum lot coverage for commercial, industrial and other uses, except as provided
herein in special circumstances and/or as may be required by the Town Council, commission and/or board
of appeals.

Sec. 18.1-803. Maximum height restrictions.
No building shall hereafter be erected, constructed or altered so as to exceed the height limit
specified in the regulations herein for the district in which it is located.

Sec. 18.1-803.01

Except as provided herein, the maximum height restrictions and other uses within the districts shall
be as follows:

No building shall hereafter be erected, constructed or altered so as to exceed the height limit
specified in the regulations herein for the district in which it is located.

Except as provided herein, the maximum height restrictions for residential and other uses within the
districts shall be as follows:

Residential Uses

District Single Family Two Family Other Uses
A-1 Agricultural 40' 40' 65'
R-1 Limited Residential 35' 40' 60'
R-2 General Residential 35 40' 60'
T-1 Transitional Use Zone 40° 40° 60’
R-3 High Density Res. 35' 40' 60'
R-4 Manufactured Home 35 40' 60'
B-1 Light Commercial n/a n/a 60’
CBD Central Business District n/a n/a 80’
B-2 General Commercial n/a n/a 80'
E-1 Business Park n/a n/a 80’
M-1 Industrial n/a n/a 80'

Sec. 18.1-803.02
The method determining the height of a building or sign is described in Section 302 of this article.

Sec. 18.1-803.03

Chimneys, water and fire towers, church spires, domes, cupolas, cooling towers, roof signs,
elevator bulkheads, smokestacks, flag poles, silos, granaries, windmills, oil derricks and similar structures
and their necessary mechanical appurtenances may be erected above the height limits herein established
except for those structures exceeding two hundred (200) feet in height, where prior written approval from
the Federal Aviation Administration is necessary. Wireless communication facilities, including antennae
and towers, are subject the requirements of Section 18.1-914.

Sec. 18.1-804 Minimum yard requirements.

a. Within the district herein defined, the following minimum yard requirements shall
apply:
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AMHERST TOWN CODE

Side-Yard Setback
Front Yard Corner Other Rear Yd

Setback Lot Lots Setback
A-1 Agricultural 50' 15' 15' 25'
R-1 Limited Residential 60’ 20° 15’ 35°
R-2 General Residential 50' 15' 10 35'
T-1 Transitional Use Zone 50° (b) (b) 35°
R-3 High Density Res. 30’ 15' 15' 35'
R-4 Manufactured Home 30’ 15' 15' 35'
B-1 Light Commercial 50' (c) (©) (©
CBD Central Business District None (c) (©) (c)
B-2 General Commercial 50' (©) (©) (©
E-1 Business Park 50° (c) (© (©
M-1 Industrial 50' (c) (©) (©)

The minimum side yard shall be 15’ on corner lots and 10° on other lots, except that
no building or structure shall be erected within twenty-five (25) feet of a residentially
zoned lot.

No minimum requirement except that no building or structure shall be erected within
twenty-five (25) feet of a residentially zoned lot.

. The front yard setback requirement for any lot in the Agricultural District A-1,
Limited Residential District R-1, General Residential District R-2, High Density
Residential District R-3, or Manufactured Home District R-4 shall be reduced when
50 percent or more of the building lots on the same side of the street within the same
block are improved with buildings, and no building on that same side of the street
within the same block shall be required to have a front yard setback greater than the
average front yard setback of the existing buildings on the same side of the street.
However, when there are buildings on the lots on both sides of the lot, the required
front yard setback for that lot shall not be greater than the average of the front yard
setbacks of the buildings on such adjacent lots. The side line of a building on a corner
lot shall not be a factor in these calculations. For the purposes of this section, a block
shall be defined as the area between the next adjacent street intersection or 500’ of the
lot in question, whichever is less, on both sides of the lot in question. A property
owner shall be responsible for providing the appropriate documentation to support the
reduction in front yard setback requirement prior to issuance of a zoning certificate.

(Amended September 12, 2007 and February 18, 2014.)(Note: Refer to 18.1-601.02 for language regarding setback requirements
for destroyed buildings.)

Sec. 18.1-805. Adjustments to minimum yard requirements.

Whenever there shall be plans in existence, surveyed and approved by either the Virginia
Department of Highways and Transportation or by the Town Council, upon recommendation of the
commission, may require additional front, side or rear yard setbacks for any new construction or for any
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structures altered or remodeled adjacent to the future planned right-of-way in order to preserve and
protect the right-of-way for such proposed street or highway widening.
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ARTICLE IX. SPECIAL PROVISIONS
Sec. 18.1-901 Accessory and temporary buildings.

Sec. 18.1-901.01 Intent.

Special requirements are designed for accessory and temporary buildings to insure ample access
for emergency vehicles, maintain the effectiveness of rear and side yard requirements and insure
accessory structures remain secondary in function to the main building.

Sec. 18.1-901.02 Accessory buildings.
The location of accessory buildings and uses in residential districts must meet the following
restrictions:

1. Where an accessory building is attached to the main building, a substantial part of one wall of
the accessory building shall be an integral part of the main building or such accessory
building shall be attached to the main building in a substantial manner by a roof, and
therefore such attached accessory building shall comply in all respects with the requirements
applicable to the main building.

2. A detached accessory building shall not be closer than fifteen (15) feet to the main building
or rear lot line. Accessory building shall not be closer to a lot line than the setback line for
side yards for the district in which the lot is located. Additionally, no building housing
livestock shall be placed within two hundred (200) feet of a lot line located within or abutting
any residential or business district.

3. A detached accessory building, not more than two (2) stories in height, may be constructed on
not more than thirty (30) percent of the rear yard.

4. No detached accessory building may be located in the front yard of a lot.

5. Radio and television antennae, satellite dishes with a dish area larger than 4 square feet, solar
panels, wind mills and similar accessory uses shall be permitted as accessory uses provided
they conform to all appropriate yard and height requirements for the district in which the lot
is located. The installation of a satellite dish antenna shall be permitted in accordance with
the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code.

Sec. 18.1-901.03 Temporary buildings.
Temporary buildings may be permitted in any district when used in conjunction with the
construction work only, but shall be removed immediately upon completion of construction.

Sec. 18.1-902. Automobile service stations.

Sec. 18.1-902.01 Intent.
Special requirements are imposed on automobile service stations because of the potential dangers
and nuisances caused by high traffic volume, repair of machinery and flammable products.

Sec. 18.1-902.02 Location.

The building and service area (to include all automotive maintenance, cleaning and pumping of
gasoline) shall not be within one hundred (100) feet of any residential lot or any property containing a
school, public playground, church, hospital, public library or institution for children or dependents.
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Sec. 18.1-902.03 Site requirements.

An automobile service station shall have a minimum frontage of one hundred twenty (120) feet
and minimum area of twelve thousand (12,000) square feet. All buildings shall be set back forty (40) feet
from the right-of-way line of any road or street right-of-way lines. All canopies shall be set back twenty-
five (25) feet from all road or street right-of-way lines.

Sec. 18.1-902.04 Access to site.

All ingress and egress to and from public streets and alleys at the automobile service station shall
meet the specifications of paragraph 33.1-198 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, and the
Minimum Standards of Entrances to State Highways and be approved by the resident engineer prior to the
approval of the site plan.

Sec. 18.1-902.05 Gasoline pump islands.

All gasoline pump islands shall be set back at least twenty-five (25) feet from the road or street
right-of-way line. Where pump islands are constructed perpendicular to the right-of-way line, the pump
island shall be set back at least thirty (30) feet from the road or street right-of-way line.

Sec. 18.1-902.06 Off-street parking.

A minimum of four (4) off-street parking spaces are required with an additional off-street parking
space for each automobile service bay.
Sec. 18.1-902.07 Other site improvements.

In addition to the above requirements the following additional site improvements shall be
required:

1. Exterior lighting shall be arranged so that it is deflected away from adjacent properties.

2. All drives, parking, traffic and storage and service areas shall be surface treated, blacktop or

concrete.
Sec. 18.1-905. Home occupations.
Sec. 18.1-905.01 Intent.

It is recognized that home occupations provide valuable services while providing income for
town residents. The regulations in this section seek to prevent conflict of the home occupation with the
surrounding residential areas and to insure that the home occupation maintains a secondary posture to the
main residential use.

Sec. 18.1-905.02 General requirements.
Home occupations meeting the following general requirements shall be allowed as accessory uses
in all residences:

1. The operator must be the owner of the property on which the home occupation is to be
located or must have written approval of the owner of the property if the applicant is a tenant.

2. The home occupation shall be operated only by the members of the family residing on the
premises and no article or service shall be sold nor offered for sale except as may be made by
members of the immediate family residing on the premises.

3. The home occupation shall not generate excessive traffic nor produce obnoxious odors, glare,

noise, vibration, electrical disturbance, radio activity or other conditions detrimental to the
character of the surrounding area.
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Sec. 18.1-905.03 Special requirements:
1. The home occupation within the main building shall not occupy more than twenty-five (25)
percent, or five hundred (500) square feet, whichever is smaller, of the floor area within the
main building.

2. A home occupation may be located in an accessory building to the main dwelling that is no
larger than one-third (1/3) area size of the main dwelling, located in the rear yard, and
meeting all requirements in Section 18.1-901 herein.

Sec. 18.1-905.04 Expiration.
A zoning certificate for home occupations shall expire under the following conditions:

1. Whenever the operator ceases to occupy the premises for which the home occupation
certificate was issued, and no subsequent occupant of such premises shall engage in any
home occupation until he shall have been issued a new certificate after proper application.

2. Whenever the holder of such a certificate fails to exercise the same for any period of twelve
(12) consecutive months.

Sec. 18.1-906. Multi-family developments.

All multi-family, herein defined as three or more dwelling units contained in one building, shall
meet the following special requirements. These requirements shall apply to any structure of similar use,
physical structure and character, regardless of the type of ownership.

Sec. 18.1-906.01 Multi-family development utilities and streets.
All multi-family developments shall meet the following minimum requirements for utilities and
streets:

I All units shall be connected to water and sewage systems that are constructed in
accordance with the specifications of the Town Council of the Town of Amherst after
recommendation by the Town Planning Commission, and taking into consideration the
requirements of the State Health Department, the Statewide Building Code, and health,
safety, and welfare of the citizens of the Town of Amherst.

2. All units shall have such fire protection systems and fixtures constructed in accordance
with the specifications of Town Council, of the Town of Amherst, after recommendation
of the Town Planning Commission, upon taking into consideration the requirements of
the Statewide Building Code and the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the
Town of Amherst.

3. All road entrances, parking lots, streets, and roadways shall be constructed in accordance
with Virginia Department of Transportation standards, except that the Planning
Commission shall have the authority to relieve specific requirements for any good cause
which shall not involve cost considerations.

4. All units shall be connected to water and sewerage systems approved by the health
department and shall be open to inspection.

5. The site storm drainage system shall drain to any existing natural drainage system. On-
site retention of storm waters is encouraged provided that it is in compliance with
requirements of Section 15. 1-867 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, and the
sediment basin design standards of